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Notes. { l )" I. \ l\ 'l .L'I

My Liam Duffy, the first ..djutant of the South Donegasl BErigsade,
and 2t present a solocitor's clerk in the office of Exxximx
EeamamimyxItatexdakazkturyxdx Messrs. J. Boyle & Co. Stranorlar,
tells me the following is the ususl form of certificate required
by the Referee:-

I, the undersigned, (I}Name and addgess ) (2)(Rank |
or ranks held during thes period referred to in the certificate)
do hereby certify that (@) Hame and address of applicant for
pension) <formerly residing at (4) address or addresses at time
referred to in certificate) held the rank/ ranks ((5) here state
the ranks held and the time during which eack rank was held by him)
the Haﬂticular
statingyxywther/ix Company, Battalion, or urlgadallst Northern
Division Oglaigh na h¥ireann _
and to my own knowledge took part in the following activities of
the ((6) Company, battalion or brigade as the oce®e may be)

*
o

(&) The several activities to be set ou¥’In chronolodgical order)

Yate of certificate.
ex .
Signed by/offic8r ys-uing certificate

Fresent adifess,
To the Referse, Military Service Pensions Foard , Dublin

1 would 11ke you to let me have a certificate setting out
whas-yeu my activities from your own knowledge, also & statement
of my dctivities of which you had not actuasl personal knowledge
but{lesrned from others or by inference or speciel circumstances.

amongst others
I have been told that in cases the f ollowing/have been accepted
as active se rvice:- |
Carrying despatches, storing arms and ammunition, digging trenches
ete in road blocking, raiding for arms, |



: l ‘._-

4 Streets, B¥al lyshannen, Ce, Venegrl, and at prese ni residéhg at
at Pound 8t, “trsnerlar, Co. Denegal,

(In the matter of application for re-investigation of
my spplieation for militery service pension, -My original
applieation having been rejected)

1 took the eath of allegience ss a member of the
5511 yshamon Cempany of the 2nd Pattalion of the South “onegal
spigande Ogls igh na hEireann sabout the emd of Spring or early inm
Summer of year 1920, and held the fellowing ranks:-

Adjutant of said *allyshainen Coy from about 5th “une 1920
the Springtime of year 1522.
Adjutant of 2nd kattalion of Lth, #rigade {1st Northern “ivision
Oglaigh na halresnn frem about
hmiddle of Spring time 1922 te
about peginning of Summer, 41922 -beling
premoted from Coy, Adjutant,

Ad:utant of the Lth trigade 1st “ertherm +ivision Uglaigh na hiireann

from sbout early in Summer 1522 to
about middle eof September, . A1922- being
prometed from rank of “att, adjutant.

J Freom Patriek fugh licermott formerly of <ast Port And West “ort fx

1 was not & member of the ibree at the ticie “\tne lnecome taxex i

o.iiees in the area were raided, and was net oeut on thét reid.

Qur Coy had drill snd such exereises (.at which ™ always
attended) fairly freqguently , sometimes in \the Xoek dchool
(0lé hell near the dock Chapel bgl lysharnon) end sometimes in
fields outside the town.

YUn one scecasion at least, when s hurling match was bamed by the |

Gove mment authorities ( the ®sllyshannon hurling team were almost

all members of the “allysha:mor Cey I.R.A.) we simply played the ma teh|
in & difi rent field a little above the town after ouw Q.M, =ddie basad

Uagsidy told the iead Constable (Leyden) of the R I.C, that R.I.C
regulatiens were no longer ‘reeognised.

Seme members of « the Coy. censtituted the lecal “spublican
Courtsand police force and members of the Coy. had to enforce the
Court's orders. L g&td not belong to the police seetion bud had
to do some cleriecal work for them and on one eccasion - had to go
to Manorhamilton-bn sdme case arising in the Co. ~eitrim area. and
sn another oceasion 1 had to accompeny Joe Msguire, » member ol
the police sectipn when he served & Court Order on one of the Hegariy

rlan to laa¥d the srea and remain outside s radius oI ,4 thing 20,
miles frof ®allyshemmen for 12 months - The Hepartiys promptly \
left thel distriet and 6id not return to the ares Ior years ai lasast).

allyshannon snd Lelleek Coys. had sort of & prison
P .

at a laprge house at Csstlecaldwell. + don' hink cany were sent
there but some were detained there .
The iniluence of the I.x A. leecslly was such that the R, I.C,

ceased almnoest entirely to intericre in alislirs; even on the
frequent ocessions when they turned out with the search parties
of armed ~ritish soldiers at Ballyshannon bridge they seemed
inditirerent, yet I suspected they knew much of what was going
en, 8s ior instance on the Sunday ¥xXiGX . became a member of
the ~allyshannon Coy at the 'G8 Hall when less than a dozen were
oresent fead “onstable “eyden told Michael Maguire , Solicitor
that-the-RalivahesEeR-IrRrdr aiter dinner time that day thst

the Ballyshamnen I.LK.A. had got another reeruit - naming me;Then
again on another occasion when Seamus Ward got 2 or 3 rifles

and about half s Hondred weight of , 303 smmunition - The
ammunitien was sent to Terry MeShea's shop in Bast Port 8t

where Prank Donagher a member of our Coy, worked , Head Constable
Lteyden loitered about the shop ( where Uonagher apparently had
the stuff camouflaged as soap) &nd accompsnied him as far as
West “ort St whiles he was taking it to the Yorkhouse on his

]
5

1



ghoulder remarking as they went sleng "I'm sure you have some
nh.svy loads te carry these tines". Dogagher told me af'terwards
that irom the way “~eyden made the remark that he knew what was
in the box, I never heard definitely where the rifles and
ammunition came frem but understoed at the time th ey were
purchased Irom goldiers in Finner caup a8 Beamus “ard teld me
they had to be pald for. + eomtrdbuted £7 whieh < handed over ]
to Vard next day (&3 from my own pockgl and £2 each whiech 1

got from “ormsc !cGowan and Denis O'Flannagain. < think they guessed
afterwards what the meney was 1ol :

7 fixed up a place over the offices in the ~oardroom &t
the Werkhouse, where * worked, to store somne arus snd ammunition.
it was betwzen the oifice ceiling and “the attic floor, ZThe attice
fl-or was littered with old books ol %0 to 50 years old. At any rate !
go far as 1 remember these rifles and amnunition were the first
arms + had to store in it,*iek Munday the Coy. 0.C. had the riiles
out part of the time and a eouple of menths lster the then .
Lpigade Adjutant instructed us to send them on to ~onegal town
about Septr, 1920. 2
About August or September, 1920 so tar as 4 can recollect
gll the members of the Coy turmmed out in sections on 4 general
raid fer arms in our area - yet on thinking things over lately .
1 cannet remember any particular house at which we called though
1 have an impression 4 was in w.sunday's group that night snd
that ekes-gum he was net sa isil ed with the'searcity ol ghotguns.
I do not memember getting even one gun, that night and putting it
in the workhouse arsenal, out + remeqbper having to pay men to
eut corn in place ol & man named Yilfedder who was laid up for
gome weeks with & shotlgun wound which he received when out on
the raid with snother section that night,

About & couple of weeks .elore the ecapture_of belleck R.1.C
sarracks by the 2nd rattalion in Aug or Sep. 1920. 1l kuew 8
Barracks was to be attaeked - ballyshannen, belleek’, and
Bundoran were mentioned: 5o far as + remember belleek was Tinally
d=zcided on a week before the attack, end on that Sunday night
a slipht at tack was~{e/ be amde on Lcallyshannen “arracks to find
sut how the ¥ilitary at rinpner w-uld act. At any rate Sesmus VWardr |
I think alone, made the atiac< on “5 1lyshannen Larrac<s on the
Sunday night before the belleek attack, The liilitary were slow in
turning out frem “inner camp although several rockets were fired
from the tarmcks. Scores of shots were fired irom the “arracks
g parently rather wildly as § heard séveral of them strike tne
walls of “the workhouse, where = put up for the night,

About the capture of helleek “arracks:- 1 don't remember

a what stsge in the plenning or who suppgested the use of the

workhouse smbulance to take the sttackers to the barracks nor

do 1 premember, and doubt if T over knew who wers the men who

asctually took part in the attaek at belleek that day, but 1

remember that on a night or so previous to the Sunday of the g
!
¥

the attack peing at an 1. A. megeting in the back room of Ward's
publiec house in the rort kallyshannon + got my instructions te

do whatever was necessary to get out the ambulsnce for the attack
that merning, without areusing any suspicion, voan Sheerin,so

far as 4+ rememuer was there also and got his instructions to drive
it out &t the particular time needed, XEZXEEXLXXXEXERX v ohn

Sheerin who was & member of our Coy, was also gmbulance driver lor
the Pallyshannon Loard of Cuardians at the time, ly part was

to mske out a reguisition Tor the ambulance to take in & patient 1
from the melleex distriet to the “orknouse, ensure that Denis &kximma
¢'Flamnage in xEmkE the workhouse master would receive it and would
in an unsuspacting manner instruct the ambulance driver to take out
the smbulance at a particular time in the morning. Bither
peforenand or at the mesling { wrote + wrete out the requisition
for the smbulance to call for some particular patient near belleek
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I think that before the meeting 1 put the requisition in the
letterbox of Mr, C'Flannagain's room and ensured that he sent word
to the ambulanece driver to do th:s ambulance run in the morning

at a particular time, A few of us Irogquently played cards in
Flannagains room in the workhouse, alse = occesionsl ly did some
of O'rlamnagalin's work so th.: requisition wess easily acted on.

Of course I took the liberty ef using the nawe and style of
writing #s well as the class of paper used by llr, P, Ureyson the
Relieving OfTicer for Zellsek District with which I was familiar,
I suppese a Crown =plicitor of the time would eall my siwple part
as"forgery with felonious intent". hether + had put something

in the requisition that made it sesm necessary for the nurse or
Doctor to.see the su¥se patient at & particular time in the
moming or net .1 lerget, ocut J distipetly remember having 1t
mentioened alterwards that as the ambuisnce driver had net turned
up exactly on the minute to take out the subulance ExixxXx &8 nurse
from the worchouse went out to his house nearoy to make sure of
his punctuality on that occasion slthough &r, O'Flarmagsin had
sent him netice in the usual way the night before, The ambul ance
referred to 4+ may mentiion was one which was given teo the
kallysharmen board of Gusrdians by the ied Cross of sowme critish
military swthority as " surplus te oritish army reguireusents"
shortly after the end of world war no,4. snd natursily a vehiclp
which at that time would be engeged on Lritish aray red cross
work, Jt was kept at *~allyshan:en workhouse, in-the charge of

iir, 0'Flannagain workhouse master, John Sheerinm took out the ambulane
as planned and delivered it ovar te the attackers et & sescluded
spot about halfway between “al lyshamon and' ~elleek, and it was
succensliully used in getting the men not \@leéne up to the barraeks
door whthout suspiecion, but * believe gerved as & means te

induce the R I1,C, to open the barrack, deor and thug ensure an
easy espture, About 1 o'elock on that Sunday voe aguire, a
member of' our Coy, came to me at VVegt Fort St, and said he had
taken back the ambulance Lrom bPellesk af'ter the mid, to a

tgeroad at ~illeen about half-e wile from Lkallyshannen: He said
nobody appeared to have been appointed to take gharge of it arfter
the attackers had cleared away. He had with him an automatic plstol
whieh he had in his pocket and the Farrsck dayroom beok which he
hid in a ruck of hay nesr“there he left the ambulance. He se=zmed
proud of getting the pistel in the raid and was precsecding to go
up the workhouse road with the intentien of examining the pistol
in a guiet place, bBUt.jjst as we turney on to the rock street

8 party of british\sgpldiers of about 20 or 3) were advancing
towards about 3o 'yards away, llaguire wes not & bit put abtout

but made a remark in & low tone"they anow nothink only . that
thepy're gettifg) 6ff duty for the day" +hey were the rIoree on the
Koeck larracke ,wino were being relieved by a fresh iorce Irom
Finner cadaps In the ordinary course of events ~apulre and 1
would haVve ‘gone on to the \o rkhouse, but the presence of the
militéary ‘awakened s sense ol esution in us and we changed our
course\ds soon as the military had passed us., A4s it happened

a party of iritish military called at the workhouse &lmost
imme dis tely efterwards xxExaxxExiex to inguire into the |
circumstances in which the ambulance came 10 ng used in the ' |
raild on 2elleek R.1.C, Earracks that morning. Jneylarreatad two =mHXE
outsiders they found on the premises viz, Tmxxd x J oe Shgeriqf . i
g brother of the smbulance driver and a boy ngmed QcGee.Iram Ves
Port 8t,. Some time tefore that John Shesrin had walked beack

te the workhouse end informed *r, O'Flannagain that a party of

armed men teok the ambulance from him while on his way for the
patient at belleek and Hr. 0'Fla nagein immedie tely went to

inauire sbout it. Yhey soon discovered 1t was at nilleen and

took 1t to the Workhouse. Jdohn Sheerin the ambulance driver

had left for his home after taking it in juat befnre ths et
Mil1itery arrived, and 4 think was not a rested till a day or;so
laster. Practically everyone locally knew that ewening ?hgt oe
Maguire had taken back the smbulance after the ra;d, and OFi‘
Maguire,with whem he lived and worked, Tearing a mi;iparjurn d
3néhia house ceased to employ nhim in a short t%mc;aztgf.h e
sradually went on the run, At that time 4 was living “ft & man
na-ed Gohn Conno.ly in a house at West Port 8t occuplsd



L
I supplied :Joe “mguire with blankets later on when things were geé:
getting hot for him, 5Hut to get back to the day of the =tellesk
raid.- The “ritish military in thelr investigation of sending out
of the ambulance had to get the requisition from “r , 0'Flammagain
whieh he sssured them seemed to him a genuine one signed by
Mp, £ Greyson Relieving Officer of the rfelleek distriet.
Possibly they looked up up fommer requisitions eof Mr, “reyson '
while-$h om the files while there, - at any rate they secmed :
satisfidd that lr., O'Flarnagain was innocent of the affadr.
Mr, Creyson of eourse knew nothing about an ambulanee being
sent for on that day and deniled any knowledge of it when
questioned; therefore the military must early have come to the
conclusion that the requisition must have been faked. Uy working
in the workhouse combined with being Known a&s active in the I,k A,
if only be the number of people coml. g to me with or Ior messages !
(despatehes) naturally led people locally to assume that 4
gent in the bogus requisition. About the beginning or middle
of the Uetober following 4 had becen sufiering I'rom appendicitis Ior;
gome days but did not knew it ;thought it was siuply indigestion !
when one evening 4 cehanced to be travelling by trein from Donegal
town to bBellyshannon with Tom llceShea. As the train-was about to
start 2 men wearing trench coats tookK their seatg in the same
compa,tment as us. 4 ammumed they were detectlvés keeping track
of bMeShea's movements, and a nod he gave me convineced me he was .
of the same opinien, ‘he only conversation om the way up was about
the weather or sueh things but as soon e&s we got out on the
platfoem at ballyshannon ileShes told mec. iy house and ene or
two other houses in kellyshannon were to be raided that night,
1 forget now what the other two houses were but remember that
at the time I did not know of eny I{ KA. man residing in either
of them, We parted at the station/and on my way down the streed
I gave McShea's messape to the first I.F. A, man I met and told him °
to warn the other 2 houses - it was only afterwards that it
oceurred to me that possible Jeoe liaguire stayed in these 2 houses #
at times- As 4t happened 1 went then straight to the workhouse
to het something to relieve internal pain and the “ostor iound
1l had appendiecitis but«on operating on me next day or so found
that the sppendix wasd pérforated. He did not remove the
appendix then but kept'me in Hospital for avbout 3t 6 weeks
while the thing was \béing drainsd out. Tither befoee ef or
or very shortly/ aiter the operation my sister arrived and 1
| think I told her get rid of any I.R.A- documents or things
. ghe might lind about wmy house or clotnes. On the morning or so
after the operation she and .r. O'Flannagain the workhouse
master redoved everything Irom any of my clothes that were at
the workbiouse and sesrched O'ilannagains room where 1 sometiaes
kept docutients, They had all the l.k.A. documents collscted
and st of them destroyed when a party.oi military from rinner
calnp, arrived at the door of the room - Yn Lnocking, O'Jlamnagain
went’ to the deoor and they told him they were couwing to search the w
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wﬁrkghouse and asked him to accompany them on their rounds. He

told them he would be with thew in a moment and went baek inte his
roem goftly clesing the door after him ; st that stage some
papers still remeined unbturned and were in my sister's lap

in the room, O'Flsnnagatn picked them up end shoved them under

a secret panel in a desk in the roomf it was too risky to throw
them ig the fire then as they weuld be only partly burned in
time) On elosing the panel he went out to the search party., They
said they would commence with his room, which they searched
thoroughly examining all the documents in drawers, dosks ete.

tunt they did net dsztect the secret panel, and thus missed the
dangerous documnents, They next called for wy clothee in which

of course they lound nothing - + sometimes used that room,

They then searched aluost all the aspartments in the woerkhbuse
except the children's ward, where they simply looked in the

door and amounced they would leave thet roow Ior another day.
they did not come back to search again, and they did not discover
the place + had {ixed for guns and ammunition.On the following day
en a british Officer from Yimmer camp sccompanied by Dr, Floed
then M,0, for the oritish forces at Fimer came to the ward in
the workhouse Hosp where 1 was, and as far as 1 remember Dr.
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ieidullen the workhouse 1.0, Dr, ¥loed examined me while the

Dificer looked on I can still remember that Fl od's fingers eppass
big as compared with dewullen's - ( if you read all this you will
wonder what 1t is leading to) well I think their objeet in
searching the workhouse and my clothes and then visiting me :
in the Hosp.was to a'rest me Tor my part in the use of the embulas
ambulance at +“elleek ,pérhaps finger prints or something on

the requisition coubd be identified as mine, -absut-ihe—same tike-
as well as locael people 1 believe suspecting me of the forgery.

At the ssme time “oe {laguire was on the run and a few days after
my operation I heard that a party of nine armed R, I,C., surroundeg
vohn Durneen's house in VWest Port B8t, where he took shelter

a couple of nights previously., I think ¢thet the military had
got instractions to arrest “aguire and me about that time. Seamus
VVard was not amrested till a month or se later. “e three would :
be repgarded as having something te do with the tellsek afiair :
as well as ¢Yohn Sheerin whom they already had in jail. So far |
as 1 remember my rouse was not raided at the time but Mr, |
O'Flamnaga in told me later that airer th e workhouse search iir,
Connolly with wham %* lived armrived at the workhouse with a
parcel of I,K.A documents which my siater promptly destroyed.

Ohe. night about the Springtice of 4324 Terry Zoughlin |
of our Coy. ecame e snd announced tnat an' order had come |
to destroy some/ﬁggi in a railway wagon at{ the G.N.ky,station
and he was instrueted to pass the word to we to get the order
carried out., Mr., ~oughlin +* end 2 or 3 otder memvers of the Coy,
whom we colleeted on the way went to-the 'ky. station, Ifound the
wayon, axdxEExxrmyxExkixxxgmadxx In the goods store there and
destroyed the goods.

One day, about the summsr of 1924, pretruce period |
a8 + wes passing slong Bast'tort St, “allyshannen f- observed
a british military lerry stopped outside “ohn ;‘fane g8 house in
that St. As L came towards it i noticed one or two other members
of our Cey. going over 3% ‘towards with a petrol tin. “n inguiry
I was told that one of the drivers was held up in :{ar.--.?s where -
he had gone to get m eup of tea, and that they were about to set '
the lorry on fips with the petrol they had in the tin, 1 remained
there whille they were peuring the petrol on the lerry and sqtting
it alight. + did nothing but looked on - there waalnuthing for me tc¢
to do at the ‘time but stand by- + would have to take oy share in
the risk if & lorry of soldiers or some of the soldiers in t_.h:-:
prock barrecike should come on the scene. "“ell the lorry was set on
fire end » then we 81l immediately cleared away, but as 1l Was
over reay the Pridge , about G0 yards away 4 looked back and -
saw & ~man get up from under,s large tarpaul in whieh was Dn'r;he o a3
of th'e lorry, a nd jump off, He was dressed like = tl.rﬂmpl:f : e
lorry was partly burned, and was :{._awaq to :Lmef,_r camp Lg*_t‘a |
sol diers later in the day., ©oe Lagulre whom 1 met a .111;“1&1 1ar.e..‘;
that day that he observed two drivers in the lorry anaasaw one of J'::
them go into isne's while the other w:;_*n; over tawarjds uohg i
Sweeu;-:'p hotel, apparently toc nave A drink. He& i2ld up the

) it the srchway at the hotel

latte r/with an empyy revolver while the lorry was

being setl alight

A8 1 mentioned 4+ coustructed g 1it
Ilaj:m- ol the attic over the
and kKept rifles

tle sa1us store in
ellieces vwhera 4L worked

in e werdhouge
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I o4 AL smmunition thers while not out with other
nemoers of the Coy.I think only the Coy 013 leers and auvout othe
Hnigmvers ol the Coy ever seen it till \ i : i

: recently when Co, Council
th Were carrying out some mlterations
ilitery in their searech failed to rind it,

wordmnen came on it when they
in the bullding, ihe .

| . Une night es-seeut-42 in Septr, 4920 + got a despsteh
{,-jaz- Yaddy Llee, .L‘_rom the lLripade adjutant to have ‘the rirléé a1':]
anmunition held by our Coy delivered at Yonegal at a sr--ecir‘j.ﬂE
aeur on the following morning.. liek Funday haad got out the
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Rifles and a little of t-he ammunition some days previously
a:fieahsd decided it was too risky to keep them all in the sa:ite
nlace for long. He had also prepared two other te:nporaryaatm; n;;;
nlaces in dry diteches - one near his own house and EI'.:DthL.f Ed-ou
Euarter- of a mile away. I had read the &ea,_;atch_.bel ore “a yi
Lee had his car turned on the road(He was drive@ Ioi Hugh h:.;lr ne
fallpshamon) and as he did msny jobs for the Coy told him

we had to get 3 rifles and 3 or 4 stone of cartridges to Donegal
town that night or early in the morning, and at the time these were,
all at the workhouse and at ilundays, which was bo the south side of
the river ; at that time sel lyshamon bridge was frequently
occupled by search parties of british frem fimmer ecamp, &nd ne

boat was available for crossing the river - the only safe way sesmnec
to be throwing a rope acress the river at “athleen's ialls to y
a man on the far bang of tne river and hsuling the things acress-
Paddy lasughed at the idea of there being any diffiemlty in the
matter., %e said he wes beooked to drive the Distriet inspector f
of the k.I1.C. from kellyshannon to Uonegel at 9 o'clock the next '
morning and he would take them in the esr with him witheut the
D, 1. knewing snything sbout it , besides there would be ne
danger of being searched with the D.I., in the car./f-1 then
went up to lMunday's the 0.C., with the despateh and éxplesined -
“addy Lee's offer with whieh he agreed and llunday & I collected the
rifles, took them to the workhouse that night-~and acout & o'eloek
in the morning got the car to the Workhouse-eand “addy - 1 tied the 12
rifles under the body of the car and put tHe ammunition in a spare
tyre and he set ofi, picked up the D, 1. mpd got to Donegsl

in good time without any interruption; delivereg the rifles to

Liam Duffy ea% the then trigade adjt. at Floeds garage Donegal.

Dufiy scknowledged receipt of gdame,

From and after the timé the isllyshannon otoard of
Gus rdians, the fallysharmon, #“elleek, and hinlough +ural Distriet
Counecils, all of which 4 publitc bodies had their effices in the
“allyshammen worRhouse, severed their commcetion wi th the
british controlled Local Government Eoard snd pledged their
allegience to Dail Eirpfann, asbout the Summer of 1920 1 took From th
the offices of these <ublic bodies the minutes of proececdings
of meetings, financial and other statistical records and other
documents of theleliss hitherto sent to the +oeal L“overnment
Board dally or'weeXly as the circumstances required, and
delivered them to trusty messesgers for delivery to the then
Yail Eireanptilinister for «~oecal Government, who + think at the time
was ir. Cosgrave., The receipt of these documents was fairly
regularly fcc<nowledged as can still be seen from the files
of correspondence of these cvodics 4¥ later transierred to ths
Yonggal Co. Couneil oilices., A Ceommercisl traveller naced
sarmey) «elly, who lived mostly st Last *ort 8t, sellyshannon
was the principal wessenger, and so iar as 4+ remember on some
oceasions when <+ could find no reliable wessenger + would
leave the documents with Seamus Ward viece 0.C. who came in contact
with more people then travel.ing than I,, i remember the

Draft forms of resolutions of amllefience to be assed b

4 puigllc bodies came to me ss Ad.jutfnt of' the a:aliiyggmmnfl 2‘2333
and 1 took them before these bodies to be passed. This, even -
though a very simple matter, was a thin g of i::morta;we and
not without risk - assisting in usurping the authbrity of the

Eritish government in the count o aenvas <t we ’
by & Crown Seoliciton, i be would be ealled

“allyshamon was a place of importanee both
stratagetieally and eotherwise from 41341% to 1922, 1t was one of tha
only 2 places where the Zrne from Buiniskillen to the sea could
pe pessad crossgsed by pedestrians and vehiecles, viz, the bridges at
“glleek snd Eﬁllj’ﬁhﬁ.’rlﬂﬂ]l. ihere were no boats on the =rne so farp as
~ remember, The irne Fishery Coy had s couple of Loats on the north
gide of the estuary and + think Major iyles had a wmoter boat on the
south side but these bosts vere too well protected to ke available
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te the I, R.A, The result was that communications between

north Connaught and counties Donegal and Derry was via
Lallyshamon bridpe, which was frequently held by Sritish Militarg
search parties from Minner cemp up to the time of the truce.

- Many I,R, A, despatches of our own Coy. outlying

“Yoys. Battalions and “rigades had to be passed over the bridge.
As + had connections with Belleek and s#inlough distriets whieh
brought me to these areas freguently on district “ouneil work,
alse in Donegal district where + acted similarly some years

and still visited ocecasionally, and was generslly known in these
distriets to be in the I,R.A., and was generally to be iound
atout sallyshannon workhouse many of the despatches came through
me in the Tirst imstance, and although Our Coy always had a

Kved squad Getailed Ior despateh work there were uany occasions
on which a despatch bLearer was not available and + had to take
despatehes uysell, generally not far but just until I eould find
a despatech vearer. <n sll the searching at the Gridge ne ver
leard of a despateh having been ceaptured. In fact though 4
must have crossed the bridge about once or twice a day on an
average in tiese years I thinm 1 was searched but once =- A Teply
"going to the post office" or "coming from the post.ofiice” as the
case uwight be generally ee served as a password with the soldiers
who being strangers knew prasctically nobody abeut the town and
the K I1.C. were always hoping nothing would be Found which

might get them into trouble,

A motor car belonging to s lelfast traveller who was
repgarded as an enemy was thrown into th& ses at tellyshannon,
1 think about the spring of 41921 but.l knew nothing about it
till the deed was done. I did not héar of any reprissls but
perhaps a wmalicious injury claimiarose lster,

I was secretary to the usllyshanuon branch of the
White Cross during the period that organization was in existence
and had to investigate several ededms- cases, prepare claims
and hand over the cheques'\as they arrived in due wourse,or
or call on the parties Aff'ected and notify them of rejection
as the case might be.

John Downey proprietor of one of the two loeal
newspapers publislied in the area Irequently cousulted our
Coy. 0.C. and me.in comnection with some of his publications
in the Donegsl“Democrat. In some of his articles he might have
been sailing'near the wind but beyond getting a warning irom

he E.I.C ‘now and then + thin< his plant was not damsged,
although e gave the K.1.C to understand he was not to be
intimidg bed by them, ( I was given to understand that Downey
was_afiongst some of the first bLastenes of I, H.A. taken en in the
argéa Wwelfore my time but his name was not to appesr on roll
call/or other I,K.A documents ner was he to sttend parades or
other exercises of the Coy.It appears !'the Coy. 0.C. too—-
V8 dievle~t6- the-mevemens-2n-shese- considered the running of
his paper toe valuable to the movement in these days to run

toe much risk of' having it closed down. Dowrniey may have been
1.0 for sll 1 know)
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About Oet. 4920 1, along with a few other members of
the bal lyshennon Coy. alse several members of the other Coys. Feswms
forming the Eattalion, s ent a week in the bBattallion training eemsf
camp at Tullaghan, Co, Leitrim, and shortly after, in the follow-
ing winter 2 ®rigade training camp was set up at oul lyshsnnen
for members of the Lth. ZIrigade where military treining was carriecd
out for about 3 or 4 months - on inte near ®pringtime, and in
' threugh which about 200 got short coursed of training- there

were approximately avout ean-averaspe a2 dally average of 30 there,
The 4 th IZrigade waa then <nown as the South Donegal Lrigsde,
They were there Trom difrerent Coys. In South Jonegsl to as lar
| awey ag Dungloe ehd-ses%sge st the one cnd and fettipn at the
I pther end, coming and going in small batcnes, 'There was an
off'icer from Zuncrana named Doherty and snother irom Jungloe
narad MeVinley,-probavly meauczrs of the  Jivisional staff in

the camp most of the time and Iinstructions were gensrmlly :
given by some of the o Iiicers of the various coys, who sent |
menbers in but practieally sll of the heamy work had to be done

vy meomvers of the IMallyshannon Coy. <Joe llapuire am® a couple 8o F-

others were there almost constantly. The utrigadé/had the use ol a%€
about & quarter of the buildings, whatever Tarniture they reguired
alise any of the yards and lands needed at thes mnominal rent eof
1/- a week. %hes furmiture includes cookinp ‘utensils. They were
te provide their own food & washing,heat and light. The trainees
were supposed to pay for théir Tood but money was somatimes
i scaree and ¢he Lallyshannon eoy. had to raise a ennsiderakble
part of the cost. £y the time the gawp was closed nothing had
been peid for the fuel and light- workhouse property- which
f they used with the result that lenp afterwards, after workhouse
haly yearly stocktaking + hed torpay that part which amounted to
over #x &3 - The Dept. of(Defence however refunded me &40
of it about 4 years later! The esmp had no regular adjutant
or secretary, with the result that all the seeretarial work
and account keeping wag-thrown on me, Mr, J, leloone N.T.
assisted me with most~of the seccounts, and the Srigpade re fused
to pay sny man to help me - some of the trainees whom 1
talked to pointed out’ they came for trsining not for work., The
result was that-""had in pgreat measure to act as caup adj utant.
The camp broke up at the time of the split in the I,R. A in the
spring of 1922, The trestyites managed to get possession of the
one serviceable rifle in the camp which was about the only
worthwhile property there. we lzft sowe hend hou: made hand
grenadegin the possession of the anti-treatyites ratther than
risk inJuries or perhaps loss of lile,

In the Spring of 1922, slLout the middle or towards the
end/ of warch there was a danger of a state of ehso® arisilg
in the loecality- af'ter the split- and I think you or some of the
other coy. or Lattalion officers told me ges-bhe-recH-earroexa-
LA LIFBHAHROR— 8eaupied-bo-a-~Wodl-arrad-Feres send a despateh to U
the Div, 0.C, voe Sweeny to get the rock barracks ocecupied by a wed

well aramed forece , at any rate he sent Commandant “snery «cGowan
with avout 20 of 30 fairly well armed man vho took over the
rock barraecks imllyshannon. Abtout that time alse 1 also
rememoer on getting instructions similarly, sending a despatch
to the Div, 0,C. that it was not safe to get rirles overland

to Donegal owing to the activities of the irregulars in she

Co. SBligo and Leitrim and eadvised him get them in by voat, 4in
the course of a week or so arter sending the despeteh “addy Lee
called with me and said the liracha ( I wmean that first I.F.S
warahipj arrived et bunerans with a lot of rifles and a light
gun, but he sald the gun was not light as it sunk through the
bedy of a lerry when the lifted it from the boat. Zven with

the assistance afforded by the fbrece in the Kock barracks the
activities of those of us in our Coy. who supported the treaty :
was nowhat lessened.

One morning before daylight a cattle-dealer |
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passing aleng the street in Basllyshennon on his way to a fair
in the west of Irelsnd was reovbed of 2200 or 2300 on said street
Our 0,C., was immediately infbrmed of the matter snd he promptly
took measures to trace the thief; when he had narrowed possible
suspeets to the one most likely he personally called on that
suspect, told him of the robbery, ~nd his reasons for suspecting
him of being the culprit, He then pgsve him till a fixed hour
- I think 3 o'e that day to have the monesy deposited at a8 certain
house in fallyshannon that day with the resul$ that by the time
fixed the full amount was deposited at the house mentioned, and
was restored to the owner on the afternoon of the morning of the
ro.very.

In that springtime also the peasceful sctivities of our
local police foree in Lmllyshannon wers being interfered with
with the result that on one occasion a man not a member of our
police force received a oullet wound in the 1leg, Uiselplinary
measures had to be taken on the occasion. lou a.rested one of
the two men wost prominent in the affair and 4 took the other
into custody.The police were not interfered with afterwards so
far as <+ remeumber,

Somewhat later on in the spring or ea@ly sumaer
@ Lanker on his way from ballyshannon with cash for"his Lranch
olflce wt lelleek was rotited of whatever cash he Wed fnr the
vank - about midway between the two towns. kEr=Fun€és in the
lorencon one day, Iil, kundsy. 0,C, of the 4allyshannon Coy.
was promptly informed of the robbery.- heddved about 3 miles from
the scene of the robbery- “e again got His'men into action and
had the money recoversd on the same eyening, snd returned to the &
bank.I think the man who €ié-the played the principal part in
the tracing and seee-recovery of thé money in that case was
naned Feore, a$ present holding the\rank of Supt. or “Yeputy Supt,
in the Civie Guard forece. 1 was'not actually amongst those
in sither of the two chases after roobers; my part did not go
beyond discussing the subjeett with other members of the Lallyshammo
COY.

“n the spring or early summer of 1522 sniping across
the Donegal-Fermanagh\berder st Lelluek took place (R.U.C. being
on the Fermenagh side) pegulting in an R.U.C, man driving an
armoured car getting ah§€§ ithin about 50 yards of the Donegal
border, The car ‘ran into the fenece and was taken possession
of by, I thinkythe irregulars and taken ascress the border into Co,
Donegal. katters appeared to be getting out of hand and nobody
on this dide \seemed to know whether the Epitish were likely to
take peprifals. 1 and I think most of the Eallyshanon Coy., were
on the Forder(Donsgal side, that evening. + rensmber tsking a
crosseui.saw with me for possible road blocking. 1 rememberp
seeing. our Div, 0,C., there also, and when + heard him order
that 2 trees be cut acrogs the road near the creamery on the
south side of the river felt a bit iwmpertant in handing over the ﬁ
SEHW
I don't now remember doing snything there but we spent the night
- absut 30 or 4U of us- in an empty house or old sehool near
the border, and had a nuuber of rifles. neither the britishnor the |
R, U.,C, showed up however and we returned to Lal lysharmnon some
time next day, 1 was not present when the sniping took place, and
80 Iar as ~ know the only one killed there was the R U.C., msan. |
fHowever in a couple of days after or so a british artillery section
snelled the “onegsl séfie of the border there but nobody was |
€illed; those who had been in the old fort(Donepel side) had
let't the fort s little time before the shelling.Shells fell both on
the north and south sides of the river, and a man nsmed MeGonigle
residing on the north side and who was ill,at the time died that
evening., 4t was saild the shelling hastened his death, I think the
british slso used machine guns.. The noise could be heard at
“allyshannon , 3 miles away, The Zelleek eoy of our battalion
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wereée fairly active before this and neaturally some of them and theilr
frisnds cleared out of the Co, fermandgh portion of their area
and made their way towards rallyshannon as soon as the shell ing |
began. It was of course our Coy would provide sccommods tion
for thses people - about 100 or sos as Iar as possible until |
the trobble should blow over. Fortunately st the time there was |
dt EBallyshsnnon st the time s woecal Government Inspector or |
@ommissioner whoe I understood had plenary powers from the |
Govermment so fas as Loeal Government was eoneerned. Those offiece
$he of the © oy, batt. and brigade, eard-< who were available
and + immedistely consulted hitm regerding the condition or the
refugees and he immediately took over the G,N. Ry, Hotel bundoran
as & residence for them, where he had food emd ete provided for
them, 1 understoed the Covernment paid the expenses for them
while there. 4 gave lir. Coogan what assistance I could in
getting in the refugess, and on several occasions he discussed
the running of it with me, &atters appeared to have pone on ewess
smoothly in the place but on one occaslon ke-ha lir. Coogan had to
remove one of the men whowm he {ound cammunicating by electric
lignt signuls with someone in dullaghmore castle.

In the Swumer oI 1922 sniping also took plate scross the
Yonegalsilermanagh corder at *ettigo (i U.C.on th® sermenagh side)
1 did noet hear of anyone being injured in the suiping. I visited #
fettigo one day while the sniping was golng ow ®nd though 4 heard
no shots on the fermanagh side * heard sevgral bullets strike
buildings on the “onegal side,- the bullets jcoming f'rom the Yerman
gide. When the sniping had gone on for.a\couple of days or so
the brbtish shelled the Donegal slde ofi'the border there and
killed a man named Flooed and 4 thinkg or 2 others. I wisited

the neighbourhood of the town on the evening of the shelling
but did not go into the town. 1 h2erd that Dr. O0'Farrell Div.
.0, had been arrested there by “the british,

Shortly after the\signing of the tresty Ifinner camp
waa veeated by the british, slso ths R.E.C. barracks at
“allyshannon Hundoran andy\ ainlough were vecated by the K I.C
and hended over to thé\'rish -ree Stste authorities., The Irish
Free State Covernment, installed an srmed militery foree in
Pinner camp, and §fte¥r the split in the spring of 19822 this
force or esppargntly the greater fert of it ceased to obey the orde
of the government/' - At any mte it appears the Government
ingtrueted _the 0,.C, of ths 4st INerthéern Division take over
pessession 6f )it on behalf of the gowernment., Cn 29th June 1922
Commandant Bensry "'cGowan, the officer sent to the rock barracks
2 or I etiths ear lier received instructions to take over the
camp afid accordingly he decided to do so, e anticipatad
he wolld not get peaceful possession, “e fixed the time Tor |
tac g possession at dawn on the following morming 30th. Yune,

On 4.’:, th 'J-"lﬂf: he infermad e ol the I'TZT-.':i.TJ;_' opers tien snd
said he required s certsin number of wen from the Lallyshaunon
Coy. - 1 think about 20 op 25 - 1 iLimediately iniormed the
“alliysharmen coy, 0.C, who had the coy mooilised and selected

the men reqgquired, 4 thipnk heé sand the coimandent arranged Lor

the distriwution of the men amongst the Xock “arrsecdks Ilorce.
the entire foree than so far ss 1 remsuber was glbour 50 or
60. The plsn of procedure was that en unsrmed man carrying

a white flsg should approach the camp at dawn and demand
possession, ., After Comandsnt' Mcgowan should have his men

in the positions alloted to them- {is column was split into
4 sections, one each to north, southeast snd east of the camp :
with a8 reserve section betwsen east and 8.3, seections. I i
formed psrt of the ¥, section of vhich thz Commandant was in
charge and saw the despatch beasrer with white flat set off to
demand possession - All the men were in position before dawn

and as far as we knew had not been observed by anyone in the
camp-, 'The despateh bearer., Tom Healy had not gone far

however before a shot was fired, and thus he stopped, “ther
gshots soon follewed and he hsd to return to the section., The
firing on both sides soon became general, The order to glve
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was not therefore delivered but in a short time the officer in
charge of the north section stood up on a bank and called on those
in the camp to surrended. The only attention paild to his demand was
inereased firing. This officer was a man named Smith, his

section overlooked the camp, Firing on both sides was almost
continuous for about a couple of hours though those in the camp

were called on to surrender em another couple of times, Finally

some of those in the cemp hoisted a white flag, after which only

a small number of shots were fired from the camp. Cur men then cecsed
firing and more white flags were put out. Commendant McGowan then
took over possession of the camp, confining those in the

camp - I think about 50 or thereabouts-. So far as 1 remember no one
on our side was injured but 1 men in the camp was killed end a

small number sligltly injured. The smallness of the casualities

was what might be exnectad having regard to the fact that the rlace !
was a military tra*qing camp of upwards of 100 years standinp In

my position in lMeGowan's section I could hear the bullets strike

the ground, scme as near as 3 feet away yet none of us were in eny-ds
hardly any danger except by exposing ourselves unnecessarily; the |
only part of the body necessarily exposed being the upper half of

the head while firing, and in some cases not that mueh as firing
could be done through loopholes in a stone fence also.

safter the Finner camp affair the ¢ocality took on a fairly
settled and normal temper, and in sbout 23 months later I retired |
from military service and returned to civil.occupation; about
the #hégisning or middle of September, 1922.
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Pound S8%t,
Stranorlar,
Co. Donegal.
14th. June, 1954.
|
Mr. Joseph Murray,
Superintendedt
Civiec Guards SBarracks
Cavan.

Dear Mr, llurray,

I applied many years ago for-a military service
pension but without success. Last year under a pensions act
passed about 3 years or so ago, - appealed against the decision,
and L appeard before a sitting of men from the Military Service
¥eonsions Board, at Letterkenny on 3rd. inst. In going there I
had not much hopes of succeeding in my appeal and did not take
any witness, but got the impression, from conversing with others
from various parts of the county having their appeals heard, that
the term "active service" now has 2 wider meaning than heretofore.
I had just a note of a few events me4ed-en-paper-
#end~sopmenssd~$e jotted down on = sheet of paper apd began to
recite them - nearlyat the start hhe Chairman eske@ me if 1 had
any witnesses and 1/said I had not except a post-truce one( Henery
McGowan) who happendd %o be there on another case - He said it
was not necessary to c¢all him as the records would probably show
myarny service -post-truce.l then told him in reply to some
questions he put me ""that I had only on one oceasion to leave
my ordinary resldence for a night owing to enemy action"
"that + took part in one raid for arms”
"that I tookpaver 2 or 3 rifles and some aumunition which we
got and/conveyed to a safe store, and later had them sent
tothe Brigade adjutant at Donegal in responce to a despatch
from the latter"
" that I was directed to ensure that the Workhouse Ambulance was
available for the capture of Bellgek Barracks"
The Chairman then told méywould not close my file for
some time to enable me obtain certi@icatea of military service
from some of the higher Ufficers and send them on to him.,

Major General Joe Sweeny in a letter | had from him said
he had no records and it was doubtful if there are any of those
old records available in the Adjutant General's office.

I would like if you could let4e me have a certificate

which might be of some serviee. I do not want anything only what you

are sure of and can stand over. See Notes attached.

Yours truly
fatrick H, McDermott

Vil
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Personal. Yound 3¢, Stranorlar, Co., Donegal.
3o0th. July, 1964.

Mt. Joseph urray,
Superintendent Civic Guard Barracks,
Caven.

Dear ir, liyrray,

As you will see from enclosed letter which I
hed written on 14th. June last but not posted till now I am
looking for a Military Service Pension. and will be thankful
if you let me have a certificate of what jou knaew,of your own
personal knowledge, of my activities in the Uglaigh ne hEireann
force. I would like also if you send a statement of
my activities which you learned of from sources other tham
of your own personal knowledge.

I made out a long statement and some of it may
help to bring some matters to your mind.

I am not sure of the exact periods for which I
held the ranks mentioned bdbut:=-

I became a member abeus of the Ballyshannon Coy about the
Spring or early Sumer of 1920 5“I have no
written records now of the perliod,but to keep
mygself safe I told the Heferes it as on 8th June
1920. I was appointed adfutant of the Coy almost
immediately then.

I was ap-ointed Adjutant of the secund Battalion of 4th Brigade
in the Spring of 1922 probably about april.

I was appointed adjutant of .the 4th. Brigade about the
beginning of Sumrmer) 2922 $ You will be able
to fix the approximate date in this case as it
was about the time Genersl C'Duffy had a
reorganization meeting in Donegal- i/hile speaking
at the meeting I remember & telegram being handed {1
to him Informing him of the death of his sister.
These 3 posts ram‘concurrently.

I do not remember at what stage 1 beceme acguainted with
you as a member of the X% I.R.A. nor the exaat time when you
left off to take up Garda ‘post.

I wrote to lr. lorgan a couple months ago about this
matter but-he told me he thought ?ﬂqﬁgg interned before I joined.

S0/ far as I recollect Mick/ Wa J.c. of the Coy., Eddie
Cassidy .M, and Mick Gallagher and Hugh Gallagher Lieutenants.
when I first took the oath of allegience.

Mr, liorgan said he might see you some time he would be
passing through to Dundalk, so I said I would send him a @opy
of the letter I would write you. I am accordingly sending him
a copy of this letter and statement.

I hope you are gewtting aslong comfortably.

Yours truly,
fatrick tugh lcDermott

*+8: I wrote the idjutant General over a month a2go to know if

he had any records of my service but got no reply. and as
Joe Sweeny said in hig letter it is doubtful if there is eany .

The Name in full is Patrick Hurh MeDermott
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To whom it may coneern,

MILITARY SERVICE PENSION Aok, 1934,

I onrtif;; thet Seamss 0'Domnell of
Bally hannon held the pank ﬁf Brigade Captein,Director
of Transport and Supplies in the 4th Brigede, st
Northern Division, from the beginning of July 1021
to the end of June 1922,

I was Viee Brigadier of the Brigade during
the period in question.

SUPT4

. TURRAY,)



OFLAES Na  h-e1reann.

oo i vemen

4TH BRGADE, 1sT NORTHERN DiIvision

Date

To My_

®

Please SLI}IIJI}' and Charge to Account of above Brigadﬂ :

Signed PR e w Sl

Captain of Trausport and Supply.

{This Docket to be returned to me immediately on completion of Werk).
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Diggrket Coupix@isrkaxtiffice »
Market St’
Ballyshanncn

Vo ,Donegal,

Joseph Hurr#y Esq,
gupt. Garda Sicchana
Wiestpokt

ff A Chara,

y In view of the Military Service fengions Acy 1lUud4d.

” under which I intend maklung an applicaticn for a service pensicn

' and neeodles to say will be glving your name &s reference in supyort
cf my clainm. Ncw having & doubt existing in my mindito the following
patters and dates, A\

W

¢ Un what date did you take charge T "y

of the 4th Bgd, as Comdt. ,_»;-j
» &
whe wes Vice bBed. Comdt .during 7 AN
your term cf Ufflice. C\
QY4
O\
N
~\Y

What was the Strenght of the S i\
Bgd., at that time, \/

whe was in Charge pricr to fﬁ:ﬁﬁ
( was 1t Sa:.u'¥laherty) ,;gi?

. ) . \
Do you remember me r'a kifif at
Qapt. of ITransport &\e lies 7
during your torm. (Z>
¥ 1 bvelieve you ¥ n Commend until you Jolned the Garda sorce.

what was the s

.
<f£§uill depend on you fcr reliable informaticn in abovs
matters NI/ well vnderstand it will be diffecult for you the remomber
dates

Heplng 1 am not giving you 0o much trouble

SEF oo & il
ﬁf s aier maZler fper Can,
;AﬂfELagéﬂﬂ /7?Lf'-7fgh¢¢¢5p.




Personal

e e e g

J. lurray Egq.,
suprt. Gapde Siochana
westpyt
Ccépwnty Mayo.
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JgMurray Easg.

Market Street,
Ballyshannon,
Co, Doncgal,
29 /12/87.

{

A Chara Bee—

I again venture to trouble you for advicc and any
assistance you can give me in connecticn with a rather difficult
matter.

The facts are - I made an application for Pisability
pension or Certificate wunder the Army Fensions Act ;1987
and after a considerable amount of correspondence ‘between the Dept.
of Defence and my Solicitor a legttet addressed te my Solicitor
from the Dept. has ralsed a vory difficult problim and makes
things diffgeutl for me to answer, 1 onclosc 'a'écopy of thés letior

I have no recellection of having eompleted the form refered

te in the letter but I must haye done g6 and it has escaped my

memory. However I have no ducbt you will remember that I nover
joined the Hational Army and so far ag-l can remember had no gfficial

connoction with that Army. 7You will perhaps remember that 'l weas
offered & rank in the Army in the.c¢apacity of Fay-Rastor in Finner
with the Rank of 1st, Lieut. which I did not accept as I was

gxpect .my present appcintument as D.C.C. 1 remomber you mentionss

to me thit my mame was submiticd for the Rank in movember or
early in Decomber 1822,

If you can givec'we any assistancé in this matter I would
foel very much obligdd”.

If you havye mo doubt, you might be goodenough to sond me a
certificate to the effect that I never Joined the National Army
and that I neyer had any Official Connection with that Army

My reason for enclosing the copy letter is just to let you
see how the matter nmow stands and that you will be in a position
to do what 1s right.

I again apologise for troubling you but you sece it means
& lot to me if I can satisefy the Dept.

I wish yourself krs dprray and fawmily a prosperous Now Year

Miso,le moas agat.

A eanwes (I Honnell

Supt. Garda Siochana,



dé” : Department of Lefence
ReT .No ,D.F ,9085, rarkgate
P bublin,

118/12/47.

A Ghﬂ-r&.

I am directed by the Minister for Defence to refer to
provious correspondence regarding the claim of kr, James 0 'Donnell,
Ballyshannon, under the Army pensions Acts, and to your lettery
of the 20th ult.in which you 4tate your cliant did not serve in the
National Army .I would point out,however,that on the 18th September
1924,your cliant completed a form of application under; the Army
Pensions Acty 1828, which was duly witnessed by you.

In reply to one of the questions in the form your client stated,
as regards his sorvice:=- :

" QCompany Adjutant 1917-1918., Battdlion Police Officer
1918-1221. Brigadc Captain of fransport 1921-1223(Donegal)

Served with the National Army from first establishod upjf
to 1926 as Brigade 0/0C of Transport"

Perhaps your client would be gocod encugh to reconcile the praxmm:
present statement that he did riot serve in the National Army with the
statement made in September 1924-as8 outlined above,

The gquestion as to whethor your client served in the Natlonal
Army has a bearing on his.claim under the Army Fensions Acts, ‘
and before proceeding further with his claim the Minister would be
glad of an explanation from kr, O 'Uonnell,

iiige,le meas
J .J  Horgan
Runai ,

P E . RogersEsd.

Solicitor ,
Ballyshannon,
Co,Lonegal,
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To whom It Mey Conoorn,

This is to certify that I havo kmowm
Micheel Munday of Dwumckrin,Ballyshennon since 1916.
hmﬂtyﬁhofthsmlulhmmofﬁnl.ﬁ.k..
almost from 1ts inception in 1917, He held this pamk
actively up to thetime of the split in the Army and durd
ing his period of mmﬂmmmmmn
most efficient mamner, fe took part in all activities in
his area, was a regular attender of all Battalion
gouneil Meetings and 414 much work in connection with
the organization of his Company. He was very active in
esteblishing the training camps in 1921 when 1% was
believed that there would be another round with England.

I rocormend him to the favourable

consideration of the Award Board.
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THIS TO CERTIFY that Philip Timony of (uay
gtreot, Donegnl, was a very active membear of the I.R.As
in South ©ast Donegal area from 1%s inception up till the
Truoe on IIth, July, 1921, He held various ranks fiom
Volunteer up to that of Batt, Adjutant in the 2nd patt.
4th Peignde, lIst Northem Division, 4s far as I omn
recollect he took part in all activities in the south
Bast néngal. area including the destruetion of enemy
Darracks at Daynesmore, Poftisd & Ballintra, attack on
nonogal Rerrack, unp.-mtm of Donegal Courthouse and
tronsport of ayms for attack on Ardara Darrack, Later on he
porvod a term of.hﬁ:mnt in the 3,5, Argenta in
nalfant,

(Signed ) 2
nrignd ior m.:fmiiflﬁ“ o
Ist Northern Division, I.nm. Mm:
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#imip Tagapt Rainn Coypanca,
. LN (Department of Defence)
(Ref. No.) LI '{'HB[ 863, bop‘n Clépatadca Seipbire Milears,

(Military Service Registration Hoard)

Vin Ui Smobca,
(Griffith  Barracks)

baile déa Cliat.
(Dublin)

Z-octover, 1957,

¥
ARMY PENSIONS ACT, 1932,

| i
-

A Chars,

I am desired by the Militery Service Registration Board to
refer to the application, under the above Act, of Mras Catherimne
Gallagher, Lackrum, Donegal, in respect of her de¢essed son, Jemes,
and to furnish for your observation the following extract from the
"Donegal Vindicator" of 17th February 1928: -

"It would sppesr that the deceased was in & public house
owned by a Mr. P. Gellagher, in“compeny with others, & man
named Britton, an ex internee,.&nd Thompson, s soldier in
civilian clothes, who was a member of the Soldiery
stationed in Finper Camp., \ Whey had a conversation during
which time Thompson staté&d)he was a2 deserter and had some
Arms concealed near Ballyshannon. He asked if he hsnded
over the Arms would theéy not hard him up. It was decided
to go by motor to ¢he place where the Arms were Bupp Rl —
to be hidden. Jhompeon then asked if they were armed
ard when told it\was no business of his, and if he were armed,
he pulled & revdlver and fired four times, the bullets
wounding Brdtdon & Gsllagher, who died next day. Thompson
was accompanied by & men nsmaed Lawson. In the meles which
Tollowed both men succeeded in meking their escape but were
captured /mext day by members of I.R.A.

@t the inquest which followed next day the sbove was
eworfl> ¥0/ by Malachy Doherty, who sleo stated that Gallagzher
hag not spoken to Thompson ard no provocation was given.
¥he. jury found the deceased was killed by & bullet fTired
wilfully by Alfred Thompson, who was & deserter, and found
& verdict of wilful murder spgainst Alfred Thompson,"

The Board are anxious to decide the case, and they will be
very grateful if you will furnish any informetion st your dieposal
regarding the death of James Gellsgher. Flesse stale between what E
cdates deceased served with I.H.A.

liise, le mess,

Jupt. Joseph lNurray,
Gorey,
CO. WEXFURD.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,
This ia to Certify that JOHN J. MeGONIGLE,

The Mall, Ballyshemmon, County Donegal; was a
member of the Irish Volunteers and 014 I.R.A.
from the time of their inception.. Jle was Captain
of Bellsek Company f{rom I9I7 to IP20 and Adjutant
of Belleek Battalion area from I980 to I92I, and
again Captain of Ba‘llaak'- Company from IP2I to IO22,
During his period o;r hérvi.cn he took part in all
ma for operations In South and Yguth-llnst Donegal
inoInding the jvapture of Belleek R.T.C. Barracks,
I recommend him for the very favourabhle

consideration of the Pensions loard,

(Signed)

(Je Furray)
Superintendent Garda Siothchama
Ex-Brigadier General, 4th Brigade,
Ist Northern Division.
(County Donegal)



A 54-#1-@:-« {‘ a fg-m é:".",

fh; ﬂh‘-hw\.r 'ﬁnli'—c Focon T,
Fri. R o N Freg Ca e g _7 I R A Mo s po

4 "H"tﬂﬂ,_.,_.-’v ZZ.. € og ,4'22 /.i!:H;-—-l-;r_ Fed :/';'l'_"[-“vl-'h

-.} .
L4 L. . "1' “Z‘l«_: £ - ,_&'oﬁ“umf dft—f. t-.j..‘, el o
‘A .""'-l-; f;,.. L J-ﬂl..‘-‘ (‘ ‘{.c‘r-.-.‘-f I if; f‘ Jt‘ p— /4 -F(‘.d-: 1]

\ -
'1"_ “__‘L.__"( -‘f‘_’- ey g -._._.'“-_'. ; C._ l‘l-d-; 2 ﬁ;--—-—r1 f,;, OJ’(_',

L

ﬁ-‘n‘.ﬁ-" oy T £

- [,":‘ /- '-_-j-‘:.. e S /‘*-’_ T~ “)“"""" J-’“t"""““l-.. &_‘.—_ﬂ‘h!
ZZ:_'{' /" uo"fl—--""'_h.' [éﬂ.— "c

v Lo o N ER 4*--17’; L £
L o zz"'t- ﬁ_c # R, L s zd l‘z & o o £rsa oy Olie o Tt “Z’

T T Bk R S bose £S5 7))

!&’{‘ {I—-"'" » gy {(: f’:_ -+ [:‘ ;—f-..*_( o (:;( . ‘4 -"-"i.—" S /‘wﬁ-—u
S 7 I{ - L gy £¢. £ af {‘:I‘-L"‘"'_‘—! “ P -Z*--M" _"Z._“*

L4

’
e k. 4
-1.-.-..’ /.,-_- — [L - ,:,.(‘,,._: G { e £ -c
éa..—i'f e ‘r“ - -ﬁ e ‘_ 7 = S
& A £ /- f“,,_‘ g‘.,_'
Lovrs - : J J
< gl Loy e ir"w—,—v—- ey ‘Z...-P"'f?a...._.’ -__j -f-'\-—‘.- B god
ad "’"‘1'\-""1 Ay 4{ Y ‘
1 e 1 %= 1--\“. g T f‘:
,/A— : ‘J Sl -
5{ /M'} [: .f:’:. wud - b ‘f:‘ =
L TR L e e o Y . ) -
{ . - -~ | B Y ﬁ_ Al g, & - T
i -‘_" 153 s 4
. f’ Ty il > = —k ?£h--—'\.q 5 Wy oL b S
<o, Cec L 41 i ¢ ' ; ;
& P | - f'\:q. ® . e LL . - i,
e - Oyt L
Gl vy o v '!: P L ” oy i iy e
. x - :"“"q. ,-t,{ £4 et
bdomanls i s £ ¢ ' |
f . % st g T S—— e ¥ o —— ey f .
// # e > i b - %‘h--} Lol o~ ff
a = "L 3

Prae LU, | LS oz J’Lh,\.:;__, Ags ., 4.; .
s = g /-'I' e T ff:_.-(.’ -:,,;‘F} . :

!

ﬁl e ot - L. 't'tr!':'-‘kl!-. ﬁﬂ!{ i P ﬁ-—-ri #

W=t fumebid  wnl) pleg i, Te. Ficron o LMA.
e ?’i..-u.ia.'--—! /’Lf"l‘—._’ J;.ﬂ‘ = . ‘,__{‘-"...._,‘



e

L

sy L—a t--’v'ﬁ. eleie t: e
7—3\‘-1-'-—-;-*-. - $*CE e €

Fae N J-:‘_Af

/?..-_.,__.. "("l‘—'_""lx {-’ )C'*‘:

ﬁ‘l—fc_ ‘--|.,..._"r L c - i’ft' 3 #‘.ﬂ ey ‘-—.—ﬂ.‘-.’_ M""
#"':‘*‘f- .l; "

C sy Concd ARG ', T ne £vi gy Lgs o
] A
Pt T Loon . ( & -F.)

Y

Mo 5

r’-(“ ' e —— g E o & e —
o 4 hﬁ- -— e [ S —— L Shm S _/g. -—— o “:'
> ‘_-—-
rel e F SRS EY Y.
¥ "f‘ ., W = . T o )‘!‘ -l g, s
e \
CAl L mnikin . oy /i—- lﬂfﬁ‘-ﬂ [(' ﬂ/) F & \ 1\'
}‘ | i -*_‘,’_ e‘-"‘l.-'l-‘h"y
S :
- s {" - /( —l b l'.r: )

~ g A JXA

T v /;-auq._ ‘d(-'-":.—i—d‘-
[ i . {

2
SR L8 e
el I~ :

Ay S R [f‘.__,:-f_

C/p

ey ,—fi._____ ‘J-. .,,/‘_ ‘.'-‘.1-‘;__!'#&4 ﬂ-”l—f’f "£l.-' £ et
f' /jﬂ—ﬁ ll!_.—\‘ C——— z-
{ =4 y
- Ve ¢ Frag '.,. < :
= - £ =
y S L ‘ﬁ A

s T fu & VR
a'-—' oF l---Q’ / )v.f —rly o e 1 e z"{ f‘é:. /—‘—n-——\
‘:; ,""l'-'-"dﬁ., f‘ _'__!.;_ L .
3 .J T

1L, 2 k-

g oy ]

.'.-'-"},,P_,‘g e

7 23
B & A /(’é"_'z' s

 SAERENT AT PRI, 1 R ) S y
:.!q' o B ~ ﬁ- fr.-. ity zt s L [ﬂ///’ ‘

- T j
(.c.‘.'-i.-'d 3 J"I‘ IH .1 ﬂ

k.

r - '7-';__.-',“' Ly - 3:4 -—r‘“ i ?

o= -+ A o T

. o AT, ey >
” | =t R ‘-
gt - ﬁﬂ»"; ‘:7 g . Ef e

s oA /h—- e by wd
/ S - ﬁ'*" e S s =

[~ FL L i G

£ fﬁ-', '1'7:'.

Il flcn s ¥ el T

sy -, - ; )L LT e

M o -!_, -

o ¥ HH'H:H—T
e A 07 R it
vir“l-»-;._..f*.-. ‘ “} {"4. .r 413\‘ 4 —

s - £ £
C.— LS - m-—, r 7/ ‘ - -
© 'F"l--w--u, LY e ."., - -"’: L S u-" Jr o .I'
& s P e How g )
i VA i . ; =
L‘h.. e, g "{.:I- &Ly ity r i e &{: o E,-'._.. _-_’ 1y g L.-'lL..-' ,.-:_“r":
( "
o~ "J
e g, P :r - & “'4 £ Yo tf f 2 "Lq—'- - @ (e & T L‘.‘ {'_- I
. _ 4 ¢
ot T i P l!:r .'.‘;-";-.g,...,_‘ ay T ORI BT oSl "F
S . *

ryoe Zemp fo 2gg . o BF TP pd s Myerpeyp g TG






i
(

e : : = Y 4
[ ’,'-r el 2 .z-....dﬂ..( /Lt.‘n.‘/.'.fu /j'; 'LL(_‘_;,.
L

teke H L B R

AF 418A. e Bhackandin,

Dept. of Defence. i
Bureau of Military History: Riten









W D e s

ﬂﬂ e o—otrmy ["fﬁ Jn perrdt

Ao
M%ﬁ&.& i

‘@-La&:, 7/{_’,_227!
“éﬂ’_""““f _
(Kot )
@:1}.




k_.j L f()&f

ﬁf?rif

(ﬁ} ax ola

/

)

i

//z .t,.f‘&vf
J

, ( P f(’ % /
X o L'/i{‘,ﬁr& (. #1u

iy |

L / -i-;
Wik . b |
el
=

J -

a _- 2 =




Memo for Income Tax Purposes. ‘
Mary Rieaear T Cep 1924. Diep wgé
MURRAY, Michael Joseph Augustine I[IthY Sept. 1925 Bondoran.
Nora Mary Philomena 8th Nov, 1927 Do, No
Marie Celine - 2nd Jul. I933 Balieboro, No
Charles Gabriel lary Uth Mar. I935 Gerey. - No *-

Margaret Mary Bernadette  6th [Feb. 1937 Goray. No

Covnrown Hig sour,

Joseph Desmond 23rd Feb, 1938 , , Gorey, No
Patrick Vingent 2374 Aug.l1940, Killedoe
z Sy e N‘”ﬂc”’*
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