Hativement of Supt. J.mmmm
&

A native of the town of Monaghen.

Trained as & Netionsl Teacher in Ot. Fotrick’s Training College,
Druscondra, Dublin - 1912/14. Taught in Loughrea B0 .5, 1934/15, and
in Bundowran B.¥.S. and Boy's Orphenoge - 1915721,

During yewrs 1917-22 to-k a prominent part 4. the fight for Irish
Freedon and sttained the rank of Bpigadier in comcand of the Forth
(South Sast Donegal), lst Northern Division. During border fighting in
Juns, 1922, the touns of Petiige and Balesk in the then Brid.gler Murray's
aren were shalled by the British troops. During the shelling of Pettige
on the 4th June, 1922, four of the dofenders weve kilied in the fighting
and temnty-cne prisoners were taken. '

e oined the Garda Sicchana in ummm«ew
%u&mmmm owm“uu-mm

" November ond December until the Dapot wap dpened in the Phoenix Fark at
the end of Dogember, 1922. Uas subsequently Adjutemt st the auxilisry Be
Depots at Collinstown end NoKee Bawracks, Dublin, respeetively, until his
transfer to take charge of Dingle Digtriet, Co. Xerry in Fedruary, 1923.
Sudsequently served in Dungurven, Bailieboro, “estport, Sorey snd Killaloe
Districts, in that order, until his tremafer to Cavan Town District in
Cetobar, 1945, where ginee stationed.

wz.w\ammw.ummmw
Gaglic Leagus, G.A.4., and kindred organigstions in each of the four
provinges sinee his youth, as follows i~

LORAGHAN,

%as Homorary Secretary of Monaghgn County Poard Geheie, Horth
Honaghan (Tosl) lLeague, and Clones 5t. Tiemagh's, G.A.4.Club in 191132
and sember of Ulstar Council during ssme paricd., Founded the present
St.Tiernagh's (Clonas) Cludb ss & hurling club in 191. Latar in 1912
wds club embeaced Lootball as well. ¥as an active member of the Gaelic
League in Co. Monaghan during the same years.

- DumLTX,

rqayed on the St. Patrick's Teaining College football mnd hurling

#.:n&n uum.harmmunumnm
CONTD ... ..
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SOUNTY  QALUAX.

¥hils teaching in Loughrea wos Ho.Jec. of logal football and

hrling teams Club, and repsesentative on County Poard.
CONTY  JONSGAL.

Between 1915 and 1921 whils teaching in Dundoran wos one of those
mainly regpensible for re-orgonising the G.A.A. in County Domegal in the
year 1917, vhere, prior to that, strange to say, Burling and Agsociation
Football were the anly games played. Organiged end ployed with the first
GehAdbotball Club in Bunforan, who luater won the first County Donegal
Focthall Championship. During those years was Donegeal sepresentativa
on the Ulster Council, until he left Donegal in October, 1927 to enter
the Garda Siochama. During L}ous years he wes o automstic chodse on
the County Donegal Sendor Football tesm. Shortly after his coming to
Bundoren he organised the first tranch of the Gaelic league there, taught
Irdsh Classesy and introduced Irish Buncing and Ceill. ¥as cne of the
Founder Members of StJatrick’s Hall as a Caelic SSsgwwew Lesgue Hall,
mmuamm-hm;

gummmw'mmm. In 1925 reppesented
Uaterford County Hpapd st the Munster Comvention in Cork, where he met
such well known tuilders of the GeisAeg 0o Vary Rev.Canon Hbmilton(Clare)
Den Praher, ¥aterford, Pat Melrath, Tiprerery, Bick Fitagerald (Xerry),
Sean MeCarthy (Cork) and Padriagh O'Xeeffe the then emergetic Sectetary
of Cork County Boasd. (g}, C. Coven [J2T~ 33 2w [Q45=5F /-_# 3)

COUNTY B8N .
Inl-ptpnﬁlﬂla-lﬁumotmlﬂ-lﬁm.a.m

SOWNTY  vSUDED.

While stationed in Gopey 19313=39 took a prominent part in Gaelie
League work and erganised a very successful Irish Drama Group there.
This Group was the winrer of the Loch Carmen Cup for two succes:ive years
ty Irich Drami®s produged by Supt. Murray. One of the Drames "An FSALI™
wag loter broadeast from Radic Efreann. Supt Nurray also organised two

MM'MWmde troadoast from Gorey
W compered by him. v/
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counmy  QAas,

In Kllaloe 1939=45 wes Chalrmmn of the logal wanch of the
Goalic Lesgue and member of the Clare Coiste Condse. Asaisted in
organising the loecal Felseanna and other Fedseanna in Clare and
Lizgrick. On the founding of Comhdhail Naldsiunta na Gaedhilge was
one of the principal workers in County Clmwe in t'is Orgenigation.

coumTY cavan, 4927-33 snd 1945-58,

“hile stationed in Bailieboro from 1927=33 wes Chaimman of
Bailfeboro Shamrocks Geelic Football Club, snd repmeséntedive on
mmmwuummma During the some
pericd he wos a founder member of Bailieboro Branch of the Geelis
mummmmumn-mm
plane .

On return to County Cavan #n 1947, comtimued to take a keen
interest in the Language and G.A.A« tovenent. iae one of the Dirst
mecbers of the Caven Drema Festival Comrdttee and orgeniged Irdgh
Iraa in mony Primary Schodls tivoughout the Courty. Four Town mnd
four Rural Schocls subsequently competed at tie Dpama Festival in
1946 and 1947. He glso helped at Annual Fedsansa in the County end
acted as adjudicetor oach yeor ot some of them,

Throughout his caresr Supt. Murrgy was a noted orgmniser and
in this respect canstantly devoted his talents to matters @haritable,
Cultiral ond National. Being a noted entertainer he wee in great
demand and frecly gave his services at Concerta and Social Functions
in the various places in which he served.
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STATEENT BY JOSFPH MUMRAY,

“uperintendent, “arda “lochana, Cavan.

T was homn at Park Street, Monaghan on the 15th March,
1293, T attended the Thristian Trothers' School in Monaghan
until 1909, when T laft to take up the nosition of pupil teacher
in Mones. Rovs' Vational School. T worked there until 1912
when T was called to Training at St. Patrick's Training College,

Nrumeondra, 1912-1914,

Mirdne my early days in Monaghan T fook an active interest in
the Maelic ‘thletic *ssociation and the Maelic Teague. To my mind
these orpanisations were the cradle of the Trish Volunteer vYovement

which was +o follow.

vy chief mentor in this work was Thomas Teaynor, an engineer,
attached to Vonaghan County Council. Traynor was transferred to
Wexford as Azsistant County Survevor in 1911, He was afterwards
arrested in Pnniscorthy in 1916, At this time, 1911, T was
Secretary, “Yonaghan County Board, G.Ll. and after Traynor's transfer
T was actine “ecretary of the lNster Couneil G.A.A. 1911-'12, until
the permanent arnointment of Foin O'Duffy (later feneral O'Duffy),

Mones,

After qualifvine in Nrumcondra Training College in 1914, T
shtained a nost as teacher in TLoughrea, County Calway, ¥ational
Sphool. 'Yhile there T became identified with the Simm Péin
wagement then in existence in that town. Despite that, T must not
.hnvo attracted police attention to myself as T was approached by a
British Army recruiting arent (local N.I., R.1I.C.), and offered a
Commission in the Rritish Arcr 4f T would consent to join. This

offer T rromptly refused,
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a»-.rmf
Tn Sentember, 1915, T was apnointed ] acher in

gt Fikoory -~ S il
™fmdoran Rovs' ¥ational Scho-olﬁ After settling down there I
“""""’f';Z:“ orpanise the C.A.A, and faelic league where, up to
this, 1% had not previously existed. At this period, County
Nonepal had rot away from Maslic games, football, hurling ete.,
and Soccer was the popular rame, VWith the assistance of a few
n,A.A, enthusiasts T succeeded in forming the first Nonegal G.A.A,
County Roard in 1917, mvoin O'Muffy, Secretary of the

© Mster Nouneil, T.A.A., presided.

L]

Towards the end of 1917 T was approached by Mr. Ben Maguire,
now Tndependent T.D. for Teitrim, with a view to organising a
Companv of the Trish Volunteers in Pundoran., WHe informed me that

Volunteer Neneral Weadquarters had pecormended me as the most

1
mhmﬂ"?ﬂ adion O e "._‘w‘oﬂuﬂv ,.Wg !

suitable man for the work, 7T told him that T would give every
assistance but that, as yet, T was not sufficiently well acquainted E
with the young men in the area to take on the work by myself. I i
recommended two local men, who had national aspirations and would be {
amxious to assist, They were Thomas VeShea and Patrick (Pappy) :
Johnston. < YeShea and Johnston were later sentenced to death for i
killing by chloroform two policemen while endeavouring to escape _s
from Nerry jail. The sentence was commuted to temn years'
imprisonment in Peterhead Prison, Scotland, five of which they served.

Ve then set about organising a Company of the Trish Volunt.eai‘l
in Yundoran and succeeded in enrolling a pood number of men. I
rafused to take any rank at that stape as T considered it inadvisable
to draw attention to myself, T agreed to act in an advisory
canacity and alse as Tntelligence Officer for the Company. This,
T considered, in the 1ight of later events, to be a wise decision

as T was able to make contacts and obtain useful information from
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Aritish ¥{litary Officers stationed in Tinner Camp, whom T met
in the hotels they frequented in Pundoran, T was also in a
nosition to make acquaintance with nrominent hotel proprietors,
Juetices of the Peace ete,, who were in close touch with high-
ranking Police Nfficers in the area. T often procured useful
irformation throuch these socurces; also from Stationmasters and

Post Nffice officials.

Turine 1917 and up to the early mart of 1918, the Company
was mainly emnloved in training, Prior to, and up to the date of
the Teneral Tlactien in 1912, the Volunteers were -often called out
on nrotection duty at meetines held under the auspices of Sinn

réin,

Tn Necember, 1918, my school was clesed for a long period, due
to a serious outhreak of influenza, T was asked to accept the job

$ivc Lowmtsmt ppesd
of preaniser for Sinn Péin 4r the Killybegs, Teelan amd Carrick and

Mercolumeille areas Aurine the "eneral Flection campaipn. T agreed
to Ao the work and fook up residence in Fillybegs with a sister of

P, J. Ward, . Ward, who was elected T.D. and who had long
assoeiation with 2irn Péin and later the Volunteer movement, was
arnointed 0/0, of our (Lth) Briemde. Patrick Byrne, a merchant

{r Yillvbegs - an uncle of P.J, Ward and a very good speaker - gave

me eoreat assistance while T was in the area,

Shortly before the date of the election, Frnie 0'Malley came
to Nonegal as meneral organiser, A final rally Sinn Féin meeting
was anndunced for NDomegal town to be held on the eve of polling
Aavy. T™umours pgot around that the British tuthorities had decided
to prohibit the meeting. A hurried call was sent out and
"olmmteers from all parts of the county arrived in Donegal townm,
The meetine was held as arranesed and a‘tracted a very large

attendance, no attemnt beine made to interfere with it.



L,

A meeting held in Ballyshannon which was addressed by
Tamon Te Valera also receiv:d Volunteer protection. Volunteers
from Pundoran wers nbliped to proceed by the back road to
Rallyshannon so as to avold passing Finner Camp, headquarters of
the Bedford Reriment and where they were liable to be sublect te
assault, Tn Ballyshannon a very successful meeting was also held
and no untoward incident occurred,

A S4nn Féin meeting arranped for Pundoran at which the principal
sneakers were to be, Yadame Norme Mchride, Sean Milroy and P.J.Ward,
was harmed by the Pritish Authorities, A Company of British
"{litary from Timmer Camp together with a larre Torce of armed police
from outaide areas were drafted into Pundoran to enforce the
nroclamation. As an active Volunteer T organised a decoy party
composed of “arrv Kelly, proonrietor of the Marine Hotel, a visiting
priest from Manchester and an Wnglish lady visitor who bore a mest
strikine resemblance ta Madame “onne MePride, Arrangements had
already been made to hold the meeting at the West (Sligo) "nd of
Pundoran., T told the Committee that it was my intention to travel
throush the town with my party in the direction of the Fast End and
hoped to.attract the Pritish Forces in that direction, Accordingly,

the four of us set out and peonle began to follow in groups.

Yhen we reached the outskirts of the town our party broke up
and took a short route to the Strand and climbed to the top of
"Ropey" rock, from where we could see military and police follow at
the double in the direction of the Fast Fnd, Tmmediately the
meeting pot into full swing at the Yest Pnd, we could hear the voices
of the speakers and the cheers of the erowd resounding clearly
across the Ray, A warrant was issued for the arrest of Madame
flonne MePride, but she did not turn up at the meeting, Count
Plunkett replaced her as speaker,
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The Pritish Forces, realising that they had been hoaxed, got
back as quickly as possible, only to find that the meeting had
just concluded, The military were ordered to fix bavonets as the
sureing crowd, returning from the meeting, advanced down the
street. The same Manchester priest addressed the people from a
window in the Marine Hotel, and asked them to disperse quietly
and not give the British forces an ovvortunity of repeating the

oceurrence at Rachelor's Walk, Dublin,

By 1920 the British Authorities had pot to the point of
barnineg all competitions organised or held under the auspices of
the M. A.A. Their excuse was: that such meetings were likely to
lead to a breach of the peace, A hurlins match arranged between
nallysharmon and ¥inlough was advertised to take place in Pundoran
on a particular Sunday afternoon,” The next thing we saw was a
proclamation posted up, barming the mateh. T was already aprointed
afficial referee for the pame and was determined to carry it through
1¢ at al) pomsible,  We got a bogus team from Ballyshannon to
travel +o Pundoran and nrocesd to the playing field already
arranged. Ve had collectors at the pate where some spectators
turned up and paid for admiseior, T turned up at thaj_.‘z::‘ {Qa
myéelf to glve more colour and publicity to the affair,  In a ve

iins Aot Frnlel vme 4rlley zm,ﬁfnﬂf

short space of time the police were on the scens, in strong force,

to m+.hs bhan and Aisperse the crowd,

Bv that time T had left the field by another route and, 9
conducted by two scouts, arrived at the remdezvous where the match ¥§
nropar was to take place, Roth teams and a larpge crowd of s
anactators had already assembled. T pot the teams lined up and
explained to them that T would not use a whistle as it was 1iable

+p attract attention, The prearranged gimal to indicate a foul s

7%*‘#“1& rrinfer g "



was the waving of a white flag and an indication by finger as to
the direction of the free. The game was concluded in a very
sporting svirit and at its conclusion the large crowd of
spectators cheered Tustily., Ve all had a haprny feeling that, once
again, we had outwitted the Pritish forces in their attempt to

onell our national snirit and outlook,

About the end of 1919, Companiss were organised into
Rattalions. Hitherto they had operated on an independent parish
basis, The 1st Nattalion was now organised with headquarters in
Bundoran and was composed of the following Companies : -
Mundoran, Mallyshannon, Belleek, ¥inlough (Co. Teitrim),
Ti1laghan (fo. S14g0), Nonepal town and Ballintra.

"™he following is a 1ist of officers appointed to the
RBattalion staff at the time 3=

Battalion 0/C. -- Thomas McShea,
" Viee 0/C. Patrick Doherty,
" Adjutant Patrick filvarry,
" Muartermaster Joseph Meehan,
" 1. 0. Joseph Murray, ¥ ctolpiecr.

The first major event in which members of the Battalion were
enpgared was a raid on the Customs Office in Ballysharnnon on the
10th May, 1920, A peneral order had been issued to Volunteer
units throughout Nonegal to raid all Custome 0Offices and remove
the documents on that date, At that time the R.I.C. garrison in
Ballysharnon consisted of, one Nistrict Inspector, one Head
Nonstable, three Serpeants and about twelve Constables., Small
parties of armed Volunteers were posted at strategic points to
nrotect the men carrvins out *he raid. The staff working in the

fustoms Nffice was held up and all documents removed without
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Af fficulty.

At this stage the military,stationed in Finner Camp less than
two miles Aistant, had pot information about the raid and had
thrown a cordon aromd the town of Ballyshamnon. A number of
soldiers were nosted on the bridee, the only exit by road to

“undoran, and were using a rope to line up people for interrogation.

Thomas “cShea was anxious to get back to Bundoran as he was
afraid of being identified as one of the men enraged in the raid,
¥a walked over tn one of the soldiers on the bridege and, acting like
a ool or si-mleton, said, "7'1]1 bet T jump that rope', The
soldiers thourht they would have fun with this buffoon,as they
took MeShea to be, At first thev held the rope too high for him
to leap over 1t but eventually lowered it to a height he was able
to eross, When MeShea ot over the rope, he said "Now, am I not
a great fellow", The soldiers laushinely admitted that he was and

1et him so without auestion.

Puring the month of Aupust, 1920, T attended an Trish College
in Cortaherk, "ounty Nonegal, DNuring my sojourn there I was
transfarred to the Mloughaneely Mompany, 18t Nonegal Brigade,
tosether with some other students from Nonegal and other counties
who were alreadv members of the Trish Volunteers, The Company
fantain, Rarmey O'Monnell, an employee of the Nortahork Co-Operative
Storesn, called a Company meeting and told us that he rroposed to

(w6 1L Clacy. 1§ 20)
ambush an "7.T.C. mtrol_qthat travelled from Falearragh to Cortahork
at fairlv recular intervals, particularly on fair days, when the
patrol was almest certain to come to the village. This meeting
was attended by Veolunteer students from the College topether with

some members of the Company,

The nlan of campadien was as follows:- Some men were to be

issued with shotouns, which were to be Aishantled br removing the



stock so that thev could be concealed under the overcoats to be
worn hv the men, The shoteun party was detailed to take up
positions at second-hand clothes and other stalls which are a
repular fair day feature in Nomegal, Another party, of which I was

a memher, was detailed to use revolvers,

We were instructed to report at the Co-Operative Stores at
10 a,m, on the mornine of the Ath Aupust, 1920, which was fair day
in "ortahork., Ve reported as instructed and were issued with the
arms and asmunition as arranged, The party armed with revolvers
was ordered to remain under cover at the stores until such time as
we got information that the expected patrol had arrived. Around
11,30 a,m, we pot information that a party of three R.I.C. was
eveling into the village, Cantain 0'Donnell had already
exrlained to us that when the R.T.C, moved through the fair he would
produce a vhite handkerchief and go through the motion of cleaning
hi= nose, This was the sigmal for us to move into position. ‘hen

he reneated the handkarchief movement it was the siemmal for attack,

The three R.I.C. men came into the village, placed their
bicvelas apainst a wall and stood with their backs apainst it for
an ey or loneer, They suddenly decided to move through the
fair and wnsuspectinely walked three abreast up the village, As
the Tompanv Cantain's handkerchief came out for the second time
the Velunteers closed in. One member of the R.I.C. drew his
revolver, Just as it cleared the holster, a Volunteer named
¥eSorlev a native of Mmagh and a student at the "ollepe, fired and
shot him through the wrist: the revolver fell from his hand as a
result., The R.J.C. then surrendered without any further
resistance and were relieved of their caps, tunics, belts,revolvers

and ammunitien.



The Volunteers now withdrew towards the Co-Operative
Stores, ir the onposite direction to that in which the R.I.C.
would veturn to thair station at Falecarragh about two miles distant,
Tt was then T noticed that the three R.I.C. men's bicycles had not
heen colleeted and they were about to set out on them. Realising
that they would reach Falcarrapgh, if cycling, in about ten minutes
and from there commmicate with “ritish military stationed at
Mumnfanaghy, T called on them to halt. T called the Company
raptain and asked him was he going to allow the R.I.C. to take their
bicveles, He then ordered them to Arop the bicycles and return on
foot, which they 414, The wounded Constable was able to proceed

with his comrades.

The next events of importance were attacks on the R.I.C,
Rarracks at Bundoran and Bally®harnon on the 30th August, 1920,
These were by way of nulsanice attacks and were intended to test the
reaction of the British troops in Finner Camp when they would get
an urgent call from the R.T.C. for assistance, also to distract
attention fron a major raid plarned to take place on Belleek R.I.C.
barracks on the Sth Senterber, 1920, Actually the British troops
were flow in turnineg out te Pallyshanmon and Pundoran although

ntiserous Verey 1iphts had been sent up by the R.I.C. in each place,

Plans were made for a surnrise raid on the R.I.C. barracks at
J et Siwn o~ Cloigwali

felleek on a Sundav morning, The success of the raid depended to
a laree extent on securine the use of an ambulance, onc time used
by the British lrmy and easily recogmised as such, At this time
the ambulance had been handed aover to and was the mroperty of the
Poard of Muardians and was located at the Union Wospital,
=allvshannon, ‘The nlan was :- that this ambulance would be used

to convev the main raidine party, who were to be dressed in British
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Ay uniform, inta Mellesk and ripht un to the door of the R.I.C.
barracks withont arousing suapicion, also as a decoy towards securing

the opening of the harrack Adoor,

Arpancements were made to have a requisition sent to the
¥aster of the "nion to have the ambulance sent to the Belleek
Aistriet to convey a patient to Mallyshannon ho}mﬂ at a specified
time on that Sundav morning., A Volunteer,named Sheeran.from
Pallysharnen Companv,m the regular driver of the ambulance, was
instructed to he in readiness to take it out at the appointed time,
He Arove out the Malleal road at the time arranged, ' Some distance
out he was held un by the Volunteers in the British ‘rmy uniform.

rrbentics
Here another driver replaced him, To cover Sheeran's part in the
arfair he was tied to a tree, This also gave him a good excuse
for net remortine the loss of the awbulance for some considerable

time later,

The party now set out for Nelleak, according to plan, arriving
while an early Mass was in pro-ress and where 2ll the Roman Catholic
members of the M.T.7, were in attendance. The arrival of the
armhulance was the sigmal for the Volunteers, already posted for
the purpose, to cut televhone and teleeraph wires and lock the Church
doors.’ ke locking of the Church doors served a dual purpose.

(&) T+ mrevented the R, I.C, from petting out in a hurry in the event
of anv shooting startine in the villape, (b) Tt would also prevent

the congresation from creating a panic and gettine hurt,

The ambilance driver proceeded to the barrack door where he
pulled un. One of our men, who was in the front passenper seat, got
sut with a larse o7ficial envelope held conspicuously in his hand,
i+ wenbor of the R.7.C. opened the door; he was handed the envelope

and told 1% was a Aispateh from Tinner Camp, As he turned around



to enter the barrack the remainder of the Volunteers jumped from

the ambulance, where they had bheen concealed from view, rushed

into the barrask and held up the R.I.C. ntl. revolver point,

Possession was taken of all arms and equipment, ineluding two machine
guns, which were speedily removed, Bedding was sprinkled with
petrol and set alight., Put the fire was later got under control
bhefore the barrack was rendered uninhabitable. Our men then cleared
out. 2nd, having deposited the booty in a safe dupg-out, they
ahandoned the ambulance and then sent a message to the hospital as

to its location.

fn the 1ith September, 1920, the home of James Connolly,
ranptain of Finlough Comnany, was raided by R,.I,C. and British troops.
After thoroughly searching the premises and failing to find Connolly
they shot his father, leaving -hir,a E:d:’ riddl?d with bullets, At
his funeral two days later in Tellaghan cemetery, I delivered an
oration at his praveside, ~Trom that date, T became more openly
active as T had drawn ntﬁntim to myself by speaking in public at
the fineral., Vip to that peried T had been teaching evening classes
in the Orphanape, Tundoran, after ﬂnilh:ln_r my work for the day in
the Yational “chool. T also stayed there at night, Fearing a
raid for ms on the place and resultant panic amonz the chﬂdr;n,
T vesigned my position there and left the place on the evening

following ¥r. Connolly's funeral,

A patrol of R.I.C. left Pundoran fairly re r]g on Sunday
neloingh
mornines and cveled in the direction of Tullaghan dslung the main
road, retuming later by another route, Thomas McShea, Battalion
0/C., decided to ambush the patrol, He mobilised some men from
“undoran, Tullaghan and Finlough Companies, The nosition selected

was situate within 100 yards of Tullaghan National School, which
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was the mobilisation point and nrovided good cover and an easy
retaway. The men were placed in position and & scout named

Joe ' Toughlin (now Marda loughlin, stationed in Kilmainham,Dublin)
was sent on a bicycle out the Finlough Road to a spot where he
would have u clear view of a patrol for a distance of two miles,
About 2 p.m. the scout returned and stated there was no patrol

out up to then, As a result of that report it was caicluded that
the patrol would not move out thfut day and ihe ambush party was
abont to be dishanded as the "Hun" Noherty, Jim Carroll and myself
wars o nlay in a football game in Pundoran that -:iujr and it would

arouse susnicion if we 414 not turn up,

We had 1eft the ambush position and returned to the school,
where masks were removad and the shotmuns dismantled when,suddenly,
a member 0% our party rushed up to inform us that the R.I.C. patrol
was comine alons quite nedr\us. The shotmms were hurriedly
reasserbled hut we had met time to met back to the selected position,
Yo succeesded in takins un & position behind a low stone wall
without being ohserved by the R.T.0. After a short consultation
it was decided that we could not hopes to carry out a successful
attack on the matrol from the position we occupied and as a result

wé_ kapt under cover from view and lat it pass,

Willie Pilmartin, 0/C,, C1iffoney Company, got in touch with
"Hun" Noherty and mysel® and arranpged to meet us in conference at
Pater Finlav's house, kmown as "The Rock" just outside Bundoran and
apnroachable by a narrow hye-road. The object of the conference
was ¢t to enlist the supnort of ™mdoran Company and have its co-
operation in the destruction of "ullaghmore Castle., Oilmartin had
information that the place was about to be taken over and occupled

hv Pritish forces, The conferance was not long in session when a
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member of the household rushed in to say that two lorry loads

of fritish forces were coming in the hye-road, Ve decided to
separate and make pood our escape from the nlace, which we
succeeded in doing, Tn a very lhoft time Finlay's house was
surrounded and searched, The raid was most unexpected and
naturally we thousht that some person had giver information about
our locatien on that m Ve made enquiries later but could
rot find out the cause of the raid, T pot into the Marine

Hiotel and Crox there T could see the British forces taking

John Prennan into custody, PBrennan was one o7 our Company
Tntellicence NPficers and often conveyed mseful information, which

included the location of Pelfast 'boycett! goods,

M one other oceasion we had reason to suspect that the
R.T.C. were receivine some {'hfﬁrmtim about our plans. On the
I0th Netober, 1020, we-had made plans to attack a regular R,I.C.
patrol that travelled alone the main road from Pundoran to
T™allachan, The poaition was selected at a spot behind the
Protestant Mweh, The ambush party mobilised at John Conlon's
shed within easy reach of the position, Scouts were posted to
wvateh and rlvai warning when the patrol would set out, The
anbush party remained in position but no patrol came in their
direction on that day. Considering that the patrol was almost
a Aaily routine at the time, we were naturally wery suspicious
about theipr decision not to travel the route on that day.

Ahout this time arrangements were heing made for an attack
on Temmo, County Parmanach, R.T.C. Barracks. The Battalion 0/C.
there asked for Volunteers from Pundoran Company to aszist if
enlled uron, The Company waited in readiness all the night but

was not called upon. T learned a short time after that the
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DURIRG
barracks was captured, one Volunteer being shot dead hefore the

enmagement,

P the 22nd Apeil, 1921, ths fattalion 0/C,, Thomas ¥eShea
and "Panny" Johnaton, who had heen 'on the run' for a considerable
time, were arrested in their homes at L a.m. "Hun" Doherty's
home was yaided on the same night but he was absent. Following the
arprest of VeShea T considered it imperative to prove to the British
Mythorities +hat there ware still officers and men left to carry on
the fight., "Hm" Noherty was 'on the run' and not available to take
charpe of the Rattalion., ‘Therefore T considered that T should take
over as T was, bv now, the senior officer in the Battalion.

Ranay porTEA,
T received information "rom John Bremnan, to whom I have

referred earlier, that a consimment of Belfast 'boycett' goods had
aw{ud at MmAdoran Railway Station, consimed to various traders

4n the town., T mobilisad somé men o the Bundoran Company and
nosted an armed party to-ecover the R.I.C. barrack, which was situated
convenient to the Railway Station, with instructions to five on any
R.T.0. man who Attempted to leave the barracks, The remainder of
the narty proceaded to the roods store and from there removed and
destroyed som tons of goods. Sometime later we raided shops and
ramoved Relfast goods, taking the same precautions to keep the R.I.C.

confined to bharrack,

it a meetine of the Pattalion staff and Company Officers, after
the arrest of McShea and Johnston, I was proposed and unanimously
slscted as 0/0, of the Rattalion. T asked to be allowed to withdraw
in Pavour of "Hum" Noherty; he was Vice 0/C. of the Battalion up until

then and T 44d not wish to nccert the arpointment over his head, He
wWits H-ng}u-ra, BarT CamMpT. AND 1 was aprzintEp Vice Comdt

bout May, 1921 T was called, as representing the Rattalion, to

a Bydi-ade Nouncil meeting at Taghybar. Henry Me"owan, Knock,
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Rallvhnfey, was then 0/0, of the Brigade, He asked ma to act

as Srimde Adfutant and assist in orcanising the Bripade which was
then in bad shame as no attention had been paid to special services,
such an‘:mod dispatch syvstem, engineering ete., which was very
important, T immediately set about getting these services organised
and fimetioning in a fairly satisfactory manner, Henry McGowan was
arrested ahout the 10th June, 1921. As no Vice O/C. had been
avpointed, T acted Brirade 0/C, wnti) the appointment of Sam N'Flaherty
fastlefinn, as O/C, towards the end of June, 1921, From then wntil
the Truce and afterwards T acted in the capaeity of Vice 0/C, and
\Mjutant of the Lth (densesl Bricade, |4/ Forlhops [0 ovriqenc.

e

Hanry Mcfowan was arrested in a dug-out at a place calied
¥elly's Pridee, between Pettigo and Nomegal town, along with some
membars of the Active Service 'nit which he commanded at the time,
Two membars of the A.5.U'. were'shot dead on that occasion while
attemoting to esecape. Our @.H.0. ordered an investipgation into the
matter as it had received information to the effect that an agent
on the estate of Tord Caledon, near Kelly's Fridge, was alleged to
have piven dinformation to the Rritish forces about the location of
the dug-out. The Rrirade 0/C, detailed me to carry out the
invegtipation, Tt was arranged that T would call on the agent
dispuised in the wniform of a British Army Officer with six

Tolunteers from the Ballybofey Battalion, under zhe command of Nichufl.

Bart. CoNpTs
nohrtr,xnm rez ding at Asherove, Liscooley, Castlefinn, who were

to be dressed in the uniform of Tritish Army privates, The
RBallvhofey pnrtir was to convey all uniforms, including the one for

me, to Felly's "rirade,

Tt was arranged that T would travel as a pilgrim to Loueh Terg,

from "undoran to Pettipo, with a Volunteer named Fddie Kelly from
ﬂ‘. .f‘l;qr..‘

Noomev, ¥illeter, County Tyrone, near the Non=gal border, From
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Tettico we travelled by hackmev car, driven by Owen 0'Domnell,
n/c,, Pettico Company, ostensibly under the prat.erl'. of buying
sheep at Felly's Pridee, Kelly was in the sheep trade and had a
cood ¥nowledee of the country around Kelly's Bridge where he had
often hourht sheep vrior to this, Our arpointment with the
mallyhofey party was timed for 11 a.m,, but they did not turn up
until 11,20 and then they had no uriiforms, They informed me that
holice 4 hedelors
they barely escaped interception by 2 party of Pritish forces, on
the wav and vere forced to abandon the uniforms, However, T was
able to investirate the matter on the spot without interviewing the
apent and satisfied myself, beyond all doubt, that he was not in my
wav vesponsible, Tt i my opinion that proper precautions were not
taler tn conceal the location of the dug-out. Such things as empty

food tine, cigarette packets ete, =trewn around an isolated spot was

almost certain to attract attention,

ifter carrying out the 4nvestisation, I parted with the
remainder of the varty and set out across the mountain to the north
shore of Tough ‘letwvhbﬂn T had arranged to meet Owen 0'Donnell dé*’m
who had rqtumud n%utﬂng me down in the morning. When T met
N'Nennell, ’h-A'uu zlsr! to see me again, He told me that on his way
back from Kelly's Bridee he was halted from a distance, He ignored
the order and increased speed, Some shots were fired and he
nointed ou* the holes in the side screens of the car caused by

bullets,

On Christmas morning, 1922, while T was Adjutant of the
fuxiliary Oarda Nepot at Collinstown, I related the above story to
other Marda officers present. The Police Instructor - later
Chief Burerintendent Vaouire of Timerick City, seemed deeply

interested in my story, asked me to continue and leave out no detail,
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Vhen T had finished he said, "y God, Joe, were you in charge of
the T.7,A, party on that day? T was then District Tnspector in
Yaphee and in charpe of the police and military patrol on that day.

You can thank me that you were not all pulled in",

is a result of the organisation of Intelligence Units in the
Rripade area, raids were frequently carried out on mails, Any
esorrespondence addressed to members of the British forces and
suspects was opened and carefully scrutinised. Any information
pleaned from this source was passed on to me, Reports on the
strensth of each R, 7.0, and military posts topether with the names
of the officers stationed there were, at this period, resularly
furnished to me., T 8ti]1] retain in my vpessession a report on the

enemy strength in the Prigade area, dated 7th July, 1921,

T also have in my possession a document of the same date
settine out the organisation of the Lth NDomegal Pricade, lst
Yorthern Nvision, also a2 nominal roll of the Prirade and Battalion
staffs, ™ea Tnvestipator has had an ooportunity to examine this

Apcument and tha following is an exaect copy 1=

T™e Lth Brirade comprises three Rattalions:

Quarter-
0.0, Vice 0.C. Adqutant _master 1.0,
¢ W v 7 i
BRINADE STAFF
S, N'Flaherty. Joe Murray, John J.MeCool, Fd.Cassidy, M.J. Fagan,
1st BATTALION STAFF.
) v J Na: W Je ee
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SPFCTAL STRVICES,

Seouting &
Tneineers Sienals Transport Despatieh, 'rrgfg,_._
¥ J / + '
RATOANE STAFF,
Vm, Me loskey. Thos,"teel, Tesmus C'Donnell, - Paddy lee,

18+, BATTALION,

Joe Hannisan. Much MeMenamin, M1,Dogan, Jas, Foy.
2nd BATTALION,

ap4 BATTALION,

Mwen Nonnell - ¥m,"i{114iran. Hupgh Hcﬂmnell.-?osagnn
NMeCusker,

The ahove renort on officer personnel was submitted at a Brigade

naff Meeting hald on Sunday 10th Julw, 1921, of 7, %fgw [etel
6 wwcﬂm“'M.




ROINN COSANTA.

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 191321
{Burean of Mititary History 1913.21,)
26 Raepu ~Na ~lantoaracs,
(26 Westland Row),
SatLe Arna CLiaTh.
{ Dublin).

Teleldn 61018

.ﬂ@b-ﬂ'-d- M;.;cupdf-yn} ﬂ“l 191;7‘

‘ ) - - :
Lhe Aottt L4 Wl T SR vy A ,.'.-r\:-A’-, . Cendl Py Lo Aduc -
&
3 .
prE s LA

ltf.q;mf 7 — =
v & owey " e D el AAe ) i -‘./- ‘ o Fry
& / F
& & ¥
T PR 4G

f o ] : .
.fcd‘lu.j ol Frean Yoy }.4--»&',)/ G5 aue a:‘l“-.};—*. FOMP J___ﬂ" . s
o’ &
'
‘- E = = f i - -
> LLA Yet., wllerr . gt wn A VB Srei am A W -J?l'-“-/ 2 i

r

L brod Sk BNSoeid 0| phat wmy Aateind Vs
)-ﬂ‘.u L &..l--ﬂ-c,‘ #?.'f,';t bio fpralid andl TA g Lol fn“-*“‘ﬁ’

Lo A L S f{_’ e le pard 5 s aol swnld S8 l;;-.:-br: T

acciiwly

- W0

i ) -
‘{G }C'L (] M"“-ﬂ—u’f e s ,‘:- P Le bt ,.—.c’

Ll ; . | _ -
/ = *‘,’/ e /‘a'" oo ;/m /—-z- i /‘?tn.‘-u.éé-e_ -t
»/‘ f{.&u'( A !"J-i:pg!':‘;} ‘Z ng,ti_ Bace /‘_’_ & J_,-ﬁq.'yéhl-

F

v il :
Y Colbclis  gtabi ... Lo T _ Ny
(= L " T"'r'd"h-- "_,Q;‘-Jl-.._..-.__ .,}" Ml-_‘_-—p;n ,-".JL

A

iffocnt | e
/;f" £ii?:"’!-—-‘45, 'J""r- Edrers  fpdy Fhalt ga,.-::yc,?-r j Cirereikicl i

2‘1:‘-'? M—imf’ -{E Edl g /9,—-.:' Ve 7‘_;-..,.! ,.cz‘t_.ﬁ:_:-,y"- P L S - r-d.--:'

2 - .
fa S cord b Accpient # ' /am." @cloalitr  mn FRe 4;-}';1._3‘:[ Jin chuhn ._4...-4";



tL Acue -ﬂkéa o AU porh e .&ﬂl—?ﬁ—f Al Ktie
Rbreodly F ol Adaliwsnin ‘;.-{w.*. fRlieh ABualsn  Breis . Fonade.

P ﬁ- et f‘{lmafﬁ )’L—n--'-a A’ el Las gglauid on Fuo
&

S‘I’Gé‘""""j bt Kao wed” gt }4"‘":;&?}
'
A Cucl ors O, M vl ﬁ-r ]..‘,,_ gc}dl}‘, f_:&_rdu,‘

7 loeina B

«"-.»r—lf- h-u‘n-' ’ rpe— ot



	P_183_1_1
	P_183_1_2
	P_183_1_3
	P_183_1_4



