©® THE DIAMOND

On May 106, 1760, George Nesbitt was granted permission to hold
fairs and markets in Ardara. Although the official fair green was at
Hillhead, a variety of performers could be found in The Diamond on
a fair day. Before 1912 when the Congested Districts Board erected
the market-house known as ‘The Mart’, homespun and hand-woven
tweeds were sold on Main Street.

AN DIAMANT

Ar an 16 Bealtaine, 1760, tugadh cead do George Nesbitt aontai agus
margai a reachtdil in Ard an Rdtha. Cé gur i Hillhead a bhiodh ionad
oifigidil an aonaigh, bhiodh ealaiontdiri éagsila le fdil sa Diamant I4
an aonaigh. Roimh 1912, nuair a thég Bord na gCeantar Cdng an
teach margaidh, né “an Mart” mar is fearr aithne air, dhioltai
bréidin de dhéantus an bhaile agus bréidin limhdhéanta ar an
Phriomhshrdid.

O CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

This cruciform Romanesque-revival Catholic church was opened on
November 15, 1903. The stained-glass west window entitled “Christ
among the doctors” was designed
by Evie Hone (1894-1955) and
completed in 1954. The Rose
Window consists of seven panels.
The centre panel shows Jesus
seated in the temple addressing
the Doctors of the Law. The Old
Testament is represented in the
top centre panel by David, playing
a harp and in the bottom centre
panel by Moses holding the
Tablets of the Law. The New
Testament is represented by the
evangelists in symbolic form: Matthew (man), Mark (lion), Luke (ox)
and John (eagle).

TEACH POBAIL AN TEAGHLAIGH NAOFA

Teach Pobail Caitliceach chroschruthach de chuid na hathbheochana
Rémhdndila i seo, a fosclaiodh i Samhain 15, 1903. Ba i Evie Hone
(1894-1955) a dhearaigh an fhuinneog gloine dhaite dar teideal
“Christ among the doctors”, agus criochnaiodh an fhuinneog i 1954.
T4 seacht bpainéal ar Fhuinneog an Réis. Ar an phainéal sa l4r td
pictitir d’losa ina shui sa Teampeall ag labhairt le Dochtdiri an DI,
T4 dhd shiombal den tSean-Tiomna le feicedil, mar atd, David ar an
phainéal Idir thuas agus € ag seinm ar an chldirseach, agus ar an
phainéal Idir thios td Moses agus Leaca an Dli ina sheilbh aige. T4 na
soiscéalaithe ann i bhfoirm shiombalach mar chomhartha ar an Tiomna
Nua: Mditit (fear), Marcas (leon), Licds (damh) agus Eoin (iolar).

© NESBITT ARMS HOTEL

Neil McNelis, a grocer and hotel-keeper of the Nesbitt Arms Hotel,
was one of the pioneers of the tweed industry in Ardara and helped
to secure markets for locally-produced woollen goods. Among the
visitors to the hotel was Patrick Pearse who had lunch here on July 5,
1907 and was pleased to find that many of the staff were fluent Irish
speakers.

OSTAN AN
NESBITT ARMS

Bhi Niall Mac Niallais, grésaeir
agus fear ti Ostdn an Nesbitt Arms
ar dhuine de na ceannrédaithe i
dtionscal an bhréidin in Ard an
Rdtha agus chuidigh sé le margaf
a aimsid do na hearrai olla a
dhéantai go hditidil. Bhi Pddraig
Mac Piarais i measc na ndaoine a
chaith seal a gcuarta san éstdn.
Bhi I6n aige ansin ar an 5 Idil,
1907, agus b’dbhar lichdir dé gur
chainteoiri dichais Gaeilge iad cuid mhdr d’fhoireann an éstdin.

O THE OLD ‘CHAPEL-SCHOOL’

This 1813 building served
as a school during the
day and a church up
until the new church was
built in 1832. Although
it now serves as a

private residence, it
demonstrates traditional
building methods using
local stone and slate.

SEANSCOIL AN tSEIPEIL

Tdégadh an foirgneamh seo i 1813 agus d’fhénadh sé mar scoil i rith
an lae agus mar shéipéal go dti gur tégadh an séipéal dri1832.

Cé go bhfénann sé anois mar dit chénaithe phriobhdideach, td
sean-ndsanna tégdla le tabhairt faoi deara ann go f6ill, ina bhfuil
cloch agus slinn ditidil in dsdid.

© RINGFORT

© ST. CONALL'S
CHURCH OF
IRELAND

The original church was built

© METHODIST CHURCH

The church was built in 1832 on land provided by George Nesbitt of
Woodhill. Mathew Stewart was the first to preach Wesleyanism in

Ardara after being influenced by John Wesley whom he met in 1786:
“Go to that part of the country, the Barony of Boylagh and see what

in 1820 as a Chapel of Ease for you can do”.

Iniskeel and Killybegs on a site

donated by George Nesbitt of AN EAGLAIS
Woodhill. The present church

was built in 1833 and consists MHEITIDISTEACH

of a harled three-bay hall with
bellcote and porch. A short
chancel was added in 1908.
George Nesbitt is buried in the
grounds of the church in an
unmarked grave.

Tdégadh an eaglais i 1832 ar
thalamh a chuir George
Nesbitt as Cnoc na Coille ar
fdil. Ba é Matthew Stewart an
chéad duine a chraobhscaoil
an Wesleyachas in Ard an
Rdtha, i ndiaidh dé bualadh le
John Wesley i 1786: “Go to that
part of the country, the Barony
of Boylagh and see what you

EAGLAIS NA hEIREANN NAOMH CONALL
Tégadh an eaglais bhunaidh i 1820 mar Sheipéal Cdnta d’Inis Chaol

agus do na Cealla Beaga ar shuiomh a bhronn George Nesbitt as can do”.
Cnoc na Coille. Tégadh an eaglais atd ann san am i ldthair i 1833
agus td halla garbhtheilgthe tri-bhd, clogds agus pdirse aici.
Cuireadh saingeal gearr san fhoirgneamh i 1908. Td George Nesbitt
adhlactha i dtalamh na heaglaise in uaigh gan mharcdil.
O NANCY’S

This public house demonstrates an example of the distinctive local
sign writing tradition. Such signs are typically painted on small
timber boards displaying the name of the proprietor and mounted
over the doorway.

TEACH
NEANSA[

Is eiseamldir é an teach
tdbhairne seo de na
seanchomharthar a
bhiodh ann sa tseanam.
De ghndth, dhéantai na
combharthai seo le péint
ar chldracha beaga
adhmaid ar a raibh
ainm an dinéara curtha
in airde os cionn an
dorais.

This is the Ringfort (or Rdth) from which Ardara (‘Ard an Rétha’)
takes its name. The site consists of a platform surrounded by a low
earthen bank. The sides of the platform are steep, dropping to a
flat-bottomed ditch. An outer bank also survives. The site is listed
on the Record of Monuments and Places and protected under the
National Monuments Acts (1930-2004).

RATH

Is é seo an rdth as a bhfuair Ard an Rdtha a ainm. Is é atd sa suiomh
nd léibheann agus rdth iseal thart air. T4 taobhanna an Iéibhinn
iontach géar, ag titim isteach i ndiog réthénach. T4 bruach
sheachtrach ar marthain fosta. Td an suiomh liostaithe ar Thaifead
na Séadchomharthai agus Aiteanna, agus td cosaint aige faoi
Achtanna na Séadchomharthai Ndisitinta (1930-2004).
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ARDARA

From its origins as a crossing point on the Owentocker River, Ardara
became a world-renowned centre for the manufacture of hand-woven
tweed, hand knitwear, hand-loomed knitwear and embroidery. Ardara
has a long association with the tweed and knitwear industries and was
designated by Bord Fdilte as a ‘Heritage Town’ on the basis of this
tradition of weaving and knitting. The Nesbitt family arrived in Ardara
in 1669 and exerted a strong influence on the town’s development.
The demise of the great fair at nearby Magheramore in the mid-
nineteenth century saw the fairs in Ardara begin to prosper and
confirmed Ardara’s role as a commercial centre.

In the Middle Ages, the reputation of Irish cloth as that of superior quality
and lower price had been well established throughout western Europe.

A 1688 act that forbade the sale of Irish woollen goods to anywhere except
England threatened the continued existence of the woollen industry and
traditional skills associated with it. By the beginning of the nineteenth
century, the woollen industry existed on a small domestic scale. In the
late nineteenth century, a market for homespun woollen goods was
identified and the re-introduction of the art of dyeing made them a more
marketable commodity. In 1893, a Congested Districts Board supported
improvement scheme was started in the Ardara area and provided for

the inspection of cloth and the stamping of high-quality goods.

Tweed continued to be marketed on the streets of Ardara on fair days.

A market house known as ‘The Mart’ was built in 1912 and used for the
inspection, storage and sale of tweed. Despite a resurgence in the tweed
industry in Ardara during the two World Wars, it declined markedly
thereafter and continued on a smaller cottage-industry basis and,

more recently, as a tourist attraction. Several domestic vernacular
buildings, some original weavers’ cottages, echo Ardara’s early
associations with the tweed industry.

ARD AN RATHA

Sa Mhednaois, bhi sé de chli ar éide na hEireann ar fud iarthar na
hEorpa go raibh si ni b’fhearr 6 thaobh caighdedin de, agus ni ba shaoire
chomh maith. Thdinig reachtaiocht i bhfeidhm i 1688 a chuir cosc ar
earrai olla as Eirinn a dhiol le tir ar bith eile seachas le Sasana féin,

rud a bhi'ina bhagairt mhér do thodhchai an tionscail olla agus do na
scileanna traidisitinta a mbiodh sé ag brath orthu. Ag tds an naod haois
déag, mhair an tionscal olla ar scdla beag sa phardiste. Go mall sa naod
haois déag, aithniodh go raibh margadh ann fd choinne earrai olla de
dhéantds baile agus rinneadh trdchtearrai inmhargaidh ni b’fhearr diobh
nuair a tugadh isteach ealain na ruaimneoireachta in athuair. 1 1893,
cuireadh tus le scéim feabhsdchdin de chuid Bhord na gCeantar Cing in
Ard an Rdtha maidir le héadach a scrddd agus earrai ardchdiliochta a
stampdil. Leanadh le bréidin a dhiol ar shrdideanna Ard an Rdtha ar gach
I4 aonaigh. Tégadh teach margaidh a dtugtai “The Mart” airi 1912,

agus is ansin a dhéantai an bréidin a scrddd, a choinnedil agus a dhiol.
In ainneoin go raibh borradh dr faoin tionscal bréidin in Ard an Rdtha idir
an d4 Chogadh Domhanda, thosaigh sé ag dul go mér i léig ina dhiaidh
sin. Lean sé ina thionscal tintedin ar scdla nios Id, agus le tamall anuas,
ina dis turasdireachta. T4 roinnt foirgneamh dichasach ditidil ann go foill,
cuid acu ina seantithe fioddireachta, a bhfuil baint acu le luath-thionscal
an bhréidin in Ard an Rdtha.

© ARDARA HERITAGE CENTRE

The Ardara Heritage Centre is based in the quoined, cut-stone
former Market House with central segmental arch, front gable

and clock (c. 1840). It was opened in 1995 and outlines the history
of tweed production in the Ardara area. There are proposals for

a small theatre within.

Ardara / Ard an Ratha
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OIDHREACHTA

ARD AN RATHA

Td lonad Oidhreachta Ard an Rdtha (%)
suite i Seanteach an Mhargaidh, S
de chloch-chiiinne agus de chloch
ghearrtha, ar a bhfuil dirse
dheighilteach ldrnach, binn tosaigh
agus clog (c. 1840). Osclaiodh an
tlonad i 1995, dit a bhfaightear
sraceolas ar stair an bhréidin thart
fd Ard an Rdtha. Td sé i gceist
amharclann a lonni ann.

@ THE CENTRAL

The terraced, five-bay, two-storey house known as ‘The Central’ was
built c. 1800. It demonstrated some characteristics of vernacular
architecture typical of County Donegal’s small towns. Although a
Protected Structure, it was demolished in 2000.

AN “CENTRAL”

Tégadh an Central thart f4 1800.
Teach sraithe, ctiig bhd, dhd stér a
bhi ann. Bhi roinnt tréithe de
chuid na hailtireachta dichasai,

a bhi coitianta sna bailte beaga i
gContae Dhdn na nGall, le sonrd
ann. Cé gur Déanmhas Cosanta a

bhi ann, leagadh & i 2006. Ardara Heritage Centre / lonad Oidhreachta Ard an Ratha

. The Central / An Central

The Diamond / An Diamant

. Church of the Holy Family / Teach Pobail an Teaghlaigh Naofa
Nesbitt Arms Hotel / Ostan an Nesbitt Arms

. The ‘Old Chapel’ School / Seanscoil an tSeipéil
St.Conall’s Church of Ireland / Eaglais na hEireann Naomh Conall

. Ringfort / Rath

. Methodist Church / An Eaglais Mheitidisteach

10. Nancy’s / Teach Neansai
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HERITAGE TOWNS
BAILTE OIDHREAGHTA

There are five ‘Heritage Towns’ in County Donegal
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i Raphoe | Rdth Bhoth

Owentocker River

ARDARA | ARD AN RATHA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT
LE TUILLEADH EOLAIS A FHAIL, DEAN TEAGMHAIL LE

Nesbitt Arms Hotel Ostdn an Nesbitt Arms
The Diamond, An Diamant,
Ardara Ard an Rdtha

Telephone: (074) 954 1103
E-mail: info@neshittarms.com

Guthdn: (074) 954 1103
Riomhphost: info@nesbittarms.com

This Project has been supported by the European Union under the EU Programme for Peace & Reconciliation
2000-2004 (Peace Il) and part financed by the Irish Government under
the National Development Plan 2000-2006 through the Special EU Programmes’ Body.
Td an Tionscadal seo & mhaoiniv ag an Aontas Forpach facin Chldr Siochdna agus Athmhuintearais de chuid
an AF 2000-2004 (Siochdin It) agus d phdirtmhaoinid ag Rialtas na hEireann faoin Phlean Forbartha
Naisignta 2000-2006 trid an Fhoras um Chldracha Speisialta de chuid an AF.

An action of the County Donegal Heritage Plan (2007-2011)
Gniomh de chuid Phlean Oidhreachta Chontae Dhin na nGall (2007-2011)



