
DOCUMENT 13



Agreement between Labourer George Doherty and Letterkenny Rural District Council, relating to the rental 
of a cottage in Letterkenny, 18 April 1916  (Donegal County Archives).

Plan of labourers’ cottage, c. 1900 (Donegal County Archives)

Exercises

1.	 How much per week did George Doherty have to pay for his cottage? 
2.	 �The agreement states what Doherty can and cannot do at his cottage. These are called conditions 

and are numbered from 1 to 11 in the agreement. Name some of the things George can and 
cannot do with his cottage.

3.	 Study the labourers’ cottage plan. How many rooms are there? Is there a toilet?
4.	 �From the plan and from your reading of the 1916 education pack booklet chapters on Fishing and 

Farming and Town Life in County Donegal, do you think George and his family were happy with their 
new cottage?
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DOCUMENT 14



Letters to Buncrana Urban District Council, seeking jobs and/or wage increases, July 1916
(Donegal County Archives)

Exercises

Letter 1:

1.	 Why did the letter writer have to give up his job as a painter?
2.	 �What do you think of the style of the letter and language the letter writer uses in the letter?  Is it 

a man or a woman? Using the text of the letter and your imagination, write a paragraph about the 
writer and the problems he or she has as outlined in this letter.

Letter 2:

1.	� George Doherty and Joseph McCarron together are asking for a wage increase. They both work for 
Buncrana Urban District Council. Why are they looking for a wage increase do you think?
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DOCUMENT 15



Extract from Cookery and Laundry Rollbook, Massinass National School, 1916   
(Donegal County Archives)

Exercises

1.	 �From your reading of the 1916 education pack booklet chapters Children and School Life and 
Women’s Lives, why do you think there were only girls in this class? 

3.	 Why did they learn about cleaning and washing?
3.	 �Potato was one of the main ingredients in the list of recipes the girls had to learn. Why do you 

think this was? 
4.	 ��Soda bread was one of the main recipes learned by the girls.  Is this an Irish recipe? Do we bake it 

today? Have a look at an Irish cookbook (perhaps online) and find a soda bread recipe.
5.	 Do you think the girls learned a large variety of dishes to cook? If not, why not?
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DOCUMENT 16



List of subjects taught in Massinass National School in 1916    
(Donegal County Archives)

Exercises

1.	 �Compare the list of subjects taught in this primary school in Donegal in 1916 and the subjects you 
learn today. Are some of the same subjects taught now?

2.	 �Look carefully at the document. Did the boys learn all the same subjects as the girls? If not, name 
the subjects not taught to boys.

3.	 Why were these subjects not taught to boys in 1916? Do you learn these subjects in school today?
4.	 Why is Irish not on the main list of subjects taught in 1916?
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DOCUMENT 17



Girls making lace in Donegal, c.1900s    
(Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland)

Exercises

1.	 What ages do you think these girls are?
2.	 Can you name the trade/art being carried out by the girls? 
3.	 �From your reading of the 1916 education pack booklet chapter Women’s Lives, what other jobs did 

girls and women do at this time?
4.	 �From your reading of the 1916 education pack booklet chapter Women’s Lives, write an application 

for the job of “Female Typist in the GPO, London” mentioned in the booklet – remember this is 
1916.
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DOCUMENT 18



Extract from Milford Workhouse hospital Record of Deaths, 1916    
(Donegal County Archives)

Exercises

1.	 �How many people died in Milford workhouse infirmary (hospital) between April and September 
1916?

2.	 �From your reading of the 1916 education pack booklet chapter on Poverty and Health, why do you 
think they were in the workhouse when they died?

3.	 Who was the youngest to die? Who was the oldest? 
4.	 �Two people died of consumption, also known as TB. From your reading of the 1916 education 

pack booklet chapter on Poverty and Health, what other diseases did people contract 100 years 
ago?  Do people still get these diseases in Ireland today?
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DOCUMENT 19

First-Class House
Horn Head House, Dunfanaghy

Third-Class House
Buncrana

Second-Class House
Cashel, Gortahork

Fourth-Class House
Isle of Doagh



Indicative examples of the four classes of house recorded by the census in early
twentieth-century County Donegal 
(Images courtesy of National Library of Ireland and Joseph Gallagher)   

Exercises

1.	 �Using the examples of classes of house shown overleaf and those in the study pack booklet 
chapter on County Donegal’s Rural Landscape, describe the main differences between the four 
classes of house as you see them.

2.	 �What kind of materials were used to roof houses in 1916?  How do these differ between the first/
second-class houses and the third/fourth-class houses shown?

3.	 �The second-class house in Cashel, Gortahork (pictured overleaf) was the home of Micí Mac 
Gabhann in 1916 whose life story was recorded by the Irish Folklore Commission as Rotha Mór an 
tSaoil.  List the types of outbuildings that were present on this farm using the online 1911 census 
at: www.census.nationalarchives.ie/search/                             

	 �What do these outbuildings tell you about the kind of activities that were taking place on the 
farm? 

	 Hint: Search for ‘Michael McGowan’ in ‘Cashel’ townland and look up House #6 in Form B2.
4.	 �According to the 1911 online census, how many rooms were in Glendooen Rectory, a first-class 

house outside Letterkenny?  What was the role of the head of household and where was he born?
	 Hint: Search for ‘William Garstin’ in ‘Doon Glebe’ townland.
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