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¥ A F U N AN D G AM E S the arrival of the railway in Donegal in is all that remains today of the once
ot !r -2 1863 was horse drawn cart. Until the substantial crisscross of railway lines
; R—— y = i final closure of its services in 1959 the in the county.
- ..-._,"‘L . p narrow gauge railway was an important
P = ™ factor in the economic and social life of Today, Lough Swilly Bus Company
d &
— = people in Donegal. (formerly the Londonderry and Lough
Swilly Railway Company), Bus Eireann While a large majority of the country of Ireland is The importance of religion
2 o and others operate bus services Roman Catholic, Donegal has for a long time been in people’s lives past and
t . ol
migrant lnformation Bureau throughout Donegal, but the car is well represented by several Christian denominations, present and on the landscape
?mh wm mm now the major form of transport in including Roman Catholic, Church of Treland, is reflected in the collections
, h Presbyterian and Methodist. More recently with of the County Archives.
to Emigrants, their Families, Friends and the county. . .y . Y ; v
General Public immigration to Ireland people of other religions have Included are photographs
in FIESTA BALLROOM, The County Archives’ collection begun to settle in the county. of churches, mass rocks,
on SUNDAY, Ef"d JULY, 1967 includes photographs of trains, railway and members of the clergy,
at & . . . . .
i stations and cars, posters, fliers, - Churches have also had a significant impact on extracts from religious
MUSIC L] SUNGS K DANCES Correspondence and tickets. The first ) the physical landscape of the county. For example, Writings and the Father
Admisssion - 4 motor tax register, which includes cars Letterkenny’s cathedral spire is a prominent feature Patrick Gallagher collection.
and motorbikes, and which dates to against the town’s skyline. The award winning Church There are also archives that
1903, survives in the County Archives, of St Aengus in Burt was described as the Building depict the role played by the
' . . Public transport by train was available as do many photographs of the earliest of the Century in a Sunday Tribune poll in 199g. Less churches in schooling
Pastimes for people in Dor%egal are rooteq 1n from Inishowen down as far as motorised vehicles. conventional places of worship such as Doon Rock are over the last century.
a strong sense of’ cor.nmunlty an.d local pride. Killybegs. This made travel reasonably also significant in the Donegal landscape.
Sports, dances, music, local outings, parades cheap and accessible at a time when few 4
and festivals all played a part in the social fabric il e T e el el e SEEREY o R -
. . . ERGFETER &F ®BaTad Cabd L
of life in Donegal in the past, as they do today. were also used to transport goods : o
]
across the county and further afield. L
The Fair Day was also an extremely important Older people often reminisce today
social outing for the rural population, about travelling on the old steam trains
providing an opportunity to do business but and lament the loss of the railway.

also to meet with friends and neighbours.
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Gaelic games began in Donegal in the early
2oth century and the first meeting of the
Donegal County Board was held in 19o5. GAA
fever reached a height in the county in 1992
when the county team won the All-Ireland
Senior Football Championship for the first
time.
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Preserved in the County Archives’ collection
are photographs, tickets, posters, flyers and
programmes covering a whole range of events

relating to leisure.
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